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The Prefent State of Art. 1. 


That 1s, 


A Treatife concerning the Morarity of 
the Fatuers. pagg. 376 in 4to, be- 
fides the Index. 


Have already difpatched five of them, 
B viz. Juftin Martyr, Irénaus, Athenagoras, 
Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian. I fhall 
now proceed with my Author to the reft, and 
entertain my Reader with a few curious In- 
ftances of their Ethicks. 


6. Origen is one of the greateft Names among 
them ; yet forced and unnatural Allegories were 
the chief and almoft only foundation on which 
he built his Principles of Morality, without en- 
tring at all into the true nature and eternal rea- 
fons of that Law which God has written in the 
heart of every man. Who would not pity Ori- 
gen, while he converts mere ceremonial Pre- 
cepts into moral Laws? Speaking of the rites 
of Peace-offerings *, ** The fat, fays he, is the 
*° foul of Fefus Chriff, which is the Church of 
“¢ his friends, for whom he laid down his life. 
“‘ It is therefore probable, that when we are 
“* here forbid to eat the fat, the fame thing is 
“¢ meant as when our Saviour fays, that we 
“ ought not to offend one of the leaft of thofe who 
“° believe in bimt. The rump, which is the 
“* extremity of the body, is a type of perfection 
“¢ and perfeverance in good works. The dreaft, 
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* Lev. 1. 3, &c. 
+ Matt. xvili. 6, 
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Art. 1. the Republick of Letters. 9 


“* which belonged to the Prieft, is an heart 
“* full of wifdom, underftanding and divine 
** knowledge, or rather full of God himfelf. 
Jeremiah * foretelling the captivity of Baby- 
lon, and its confequences, fays in the name of 
God, I wih fend for many hunters, and they foal 
bunt them {the Jews] from every mountain, and 
from every bill, and from the boles of the rocks. 
By thefe rocks, Origen underftands the Company 
of the Prophets, Apoftles, and holy Angels. And 
why ? becaufe Fejus Chrift is called the rock ; 
and confequently all that imitate him are rocks. 
But, when God fays to Mofes, I will put thee 
in the cleft of the rock, and thou fhalt fee my back 
parts, but not my face ; what do you think is 
meant by this fame cleft ? Why, the Coming of 
Fefus Chrifi, by which we fee the backfide of God. 
So much for the Old Teftament ; for Origen 
finds Allegories in the New alfo. When our 
Saviour wrought the Miracle of the Loaves, be 
commanded the multitude to fit down upon the gra/s. 
Would any body have thought, if Origen had 
not told us fo, that he did this becaufe, as 
Ifaiah faid, all flelb is gra/s¢ But this is not 
all neither : by making the people fit down on 
the grafs, our Saviour gave to underftand, that, 
we ought to keep under the flefh. They were 
commanded to fit either by hundreds, whichis a 
facred number, and confecrated to God becanfe of 
its unity, or byfifty’s, a number which is the fymbob 
of remiffion, according to the myftery of the Fubile, 
which was celebrated every 50 years, or elfe that 
of the feftival of Pentecof. The 12 baskets were 
the 12 feats, on which the 12 <Apoftles are one day 
to fit and judge the Tribes of Wrael. 


* Chap. xvi. 16. 
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8 The Prefent State of Art. 1. 


The piece of money, which St. Peter was to 
take out of the mouth of the firft fifh he caught, 
is avarice, of which the Apoftle was to cure 
Mankind. ‘° The covetous Man has nothing 
“© elfe in his mouth but Money: he is in the 
“* Sea, immerfed in the détter occupations of 
“* life, in the waves of care and anxiety raifed 
‘© by the defire of gain ; but he is drawn out of 
“** them with the book of reafon.” 

Give unto Cefar that which is Cafar’s, and un- 
to God that which is God's. Whoever imagines 
this to be a clear paflage, will find himfelf mi- 
{taken. No eye but Origen’s could ever have 
pierced into the hidden meaning of them. “ We 

‘are compofed of foul and body - - - - Cefar 
“* is here the Prince of the body, to whom we 
“° muft pay a kind of tribute ; that is, ’tis our 
** own body, which we are obliged to fupply 
“¢ with the neceffaries of life, to wit, food, 
“* rayment, neceffary reft, and fleep, of which 
© things confifts the corporeal Image of the 
“° Prince of the body. ‘The Soul is in its nature 
“¢ made after the Image of God : and we owe 
*S unto God, as its King, fuch things as are 
“* ufeful and agreeable to the nature and fub- 
“* ftance of the foul, that is, the means of at- 
“¢ taining virtue, and fuch actions as conduce 
“* to that end.” But Origen himfelf fhows us 
afterwards, that as one thinks, the bel chinks : 
For, a little lower, he makes the Devi/ of C@- 
far, while God continues King for ever, with 
out any type. “* We muft therefore render un- 
** to the Devil whatever we have that belongs 
“* to him ; that is, purge our felves of every 

“* thing that is evil, that fo we may difcharge 
“* what we owe unto God.” 


But 
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Art. 1. the Republick of Letters. 9 


But how unlucky foever Origen was in his al- 
legorical Explications of Scripture, he was more 
unhappy ftill in underftanding fome Texts lite- 
rally ; that in particular, where Chrift com- 
mends fome who made themfelves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of beaven ; which he, poor man, mif- 
interpreting, literally executed it upon himfelf. 
*Tis not however fo much to be wonder’d at, 
that the miftaken zeal and piety of one man 
fhould carry him to violate one of the moft 
evident Laws of Nature, as that a whole Seé& * 
fhould, from his example, lay it down for a 
principle of Religion to caftrate themfelves. 
Very few of either Sex would receive Chriftia- 
nity now-adays upon fuch unnatural terms. 


». St. Cyprian did not indeed follow Origen’s 
example, by putting the abovementioned paf- 
fage in practice upon himfelf in its literal fenfe, 
but he carried the point fo far, that it was much 
the fame thing to his wife as if he had; for he 
broke off all carnal commerce with her even 
before his baptifm, notwithftanding the earneft 
remonftrances of the good woman to the con- 
trary, and the horrible pains he fuffer’d in his 
own body, by doing fo great a violence to na- 
ture, as Pontius the writer of his life tells us. 

Upon this occafion, Mr. Barbeyrac gives us 
an excellent Differtation againft the extravagant 
opinion which the primitive Fathers entertained 
of Continency, and which is ftill adopted and 
maintained in fpeculation by fome among the 
Popifh Clergy ; but as fuch idle and unnatural 
notions have but few Partizans among any other 
Set of Men, it would be needlefs to adduce 


* The Valefian Hercticks. 
A 3 here 
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here any of the arguments with which our Au- 
thor combats them. I fhall only obferve, that 
many of thofe primitive holy Men, and parti- 
cularly St. Jerome, the moft zealous patron of 
virginity and celibacy, found it a very hard task 
for himfelf to obferve the rules which he fet to 
others ¢. In St. Cyprian’s time, however, be- 
fore folemn vows of celibacy or virginity were 
in fafhion, or the Priefts forbid to marry, we 
find that both Sexes were arrived at fuch a pitch 
in the gift or art of continence, that girls who 
made profeffion of it ventured not only to live 
in the fame houfe, but even to lye in the fame 
bed with men. °*Tis true St. Cyprian cenfures 
the conduct of both ; but the girls ftood upon 
their innocence, and even offered to pafs the 
éxamination of a Jury of Matrons. And the 
ufe of thefe Female Comrades (if I may fo render 
the name Svvelowxr, which was given them 
becaufe the Clergy introduced them into their 


+ His own word may be taken for it ; and the paflage 
is fo ftrong, that it deferves to be tranfcribed. O quoties 
ezo ipfe, in eremo confiitutus, &? in illa vafta folitudine, qua 
exufta Solis ardovibus horvidum Monachis prabet habitaculum, 
putabam me Romanis intereffe deliciis! Sedebam folus, quia 
amavitudine vepletus eram. Horrebant facco membra deformia, 
E&P fquallida cutis fitum Ethiopice carnis obdurat. Onotidie 
Jacrime, quotidie gemitus: &° fi quando repugnantem fomnus 
oppreffiffet, nuda humo offa vix havrentia collideham. De cibis 
wero EP pots taced.-emm—— [lle igitur ego, qui ob gehenne me- 
tum tali me cavcere ipfe damnaveram, fcorpienum tantum {o- 
cius CP ferarum, [ape choris intereram puellarum. Pallebant ora 
jejuniis, EF mens defideriis eftuabat in frigido corpove, EP ante 
hominem fuum jam carne pramortua, fola libidinum incendia 
bulliebant. Epift. ad Euftoch. de Cuftod. Virginit. T. I. 
p- 136. D. Edit. Bafil. 1537. St. Jerom muft have had 
a very great confidence in this Nun’s chaftity, to write 
to her in fo vigorous a manner. 
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houfes as Companions, Help-mates, /piritual Si- 
fers, and upon feverul other pretences) became 
fo common, that feveral Councils, and particu- 
larly that of Nice, were obliged to prohibit the 
practice. But that fignified nothing. The abufe 
grew fo notorious and general, that the Chri- 
{tian Emperors endeavoured to redrefs it by pe- 
nal Laws. Yet thofe made by Honorius and 
Theodofius had fo little effeét, that Juftinian 
was obliged to renew them. So much lefs ac- 
quainted with Nature were thefe Fathers, than 
the heathen Poet who faid, 


Naturam expellas furca licet, ufque recurret. 


The neceffity of Celibacy, which begun to be 
impofed on Ecclefiafticks in the time of Theo- 
dofius, was no {mall obftacle to the execution 
of his Law. Many remonftrances were made 
to feveral Popes, feprefenting the horrible ef- 
fects of fuch an impofition, and the fhameful 
debaucheries into which it led the Clergy. But 
it was in vain to hope they would ever give up 
what they found fo proper to extend and efta- 
blifh the Power of the Triple Crown, and ac- 
cordingly they punifhed Marriage much more 
feverely than Whoredom ; as if they had been 
of the fame mind with that Rake, who faid he 
could ask a woman well enough to be his bed- 
fellow for a night or two, but had not the im- 
pudence to defire fhe would lye with him for 
life. Among others, the Abbot Peter Damian 
made his complaints to the Popes Leo IX, Ni- 
colas II, and Alexander II; of whom the firft, 
inftead of granting any redrefs, reftored a bi- 
fhop whom he had depofed for adultery and in- 
A 4 ceft ; 
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ceft ; and the laft having got Damian’s book, 
wherein he difcovered the villainous debauches 
ries of the Clergy, into his hands, under pre- 
tence of taking a Copy of it, could never be 
prevailed with to let him have it again. ‘Thefe 
diforders ftill increafing, at laft the Princes of 
Chriftendom joined together in defiring the Coun- 
cil of Trent to abrogate the Law of Celibacy 
which occafioned them ; but all to no purpofe ; 
the Law and its abominable confequences {till 
remain where-ever the Pope has any power. 
This is an argument againft Celibacy arawn 
from experience, which muft always be allowed 
to have greater force, as it is more certain than 
any reafoning founded only in fpeculation. But 
I had almoft forgot the Fathers. St. Cyprian 
had as little complaifance for the Ladies in other 
refpects, as in the effential one above-named ; 
for he would not allow an ugly woman to paint, 
nor one that was grey to colour her hair, fay- 
ing, that every thing as it is produced is the work 
of God, but every thing that is in the leaft chang- 
ed or altered is the Work of the Devil; and that 
a woman who corrupts and violates the Work of 
God 7s worfe, merely on that account, than an 
Adultere/s ; he adds, that #¢ zs endeavouring to 
make God a Liar, who has faid, Thou canft not 
make one hair black or white. After having 
obferved, that our Saviour’s hair is faid in the 
Apocalypfe to be as white as wool and as fnow, 
he thus addreffes the ladies : ‘“* What, fays he, 
“do ye abhor grey hairs, and deteft thofe 
“* white locks which make you refemble our 
“¢ Saviour ? Pray, are not fuch of you as are 
“ guilty of this, afraid that your Maker fhould 


““ not know you again at the Refurrection @ 


** and Icft removing and excluding you from 
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Art. 1. the Republick of Letters. 13 


*¢ the benefit of his promifes, he fhould reprove 
“© vou with the awful fternnefs of a cenfor and 
“6 a judge, faying, Lhis is not my work, nor is 
“© it my image. You have polluted your skin 
“© with deceitful paint, and dyed your hair with 
“© adulterous colours ; your face is deftroyed by a 
“ fraud, your figure is corrupted, and your coun- 
“° tenance gnite altered. You cannot fee God, 
“ fince you bave not thofe eyes which God made 
“ you, but thofe which the devil bath corrupted. 
St. Cyprian thought martyrdom was of much 
greater advantage to a Chriftian than baptifm, 
and that therefore it ought not only to be em- 
braced voluntarily, but wifhed for, and made 
the chief end of all our prayers to God; nor 
does he allow it lawful to kill an unjuft aggreffor. 
In fhort, he thinks a man ought to do or fuf- 
fer any thing to get out of this world, except 
direct felf-murder, tho’ he comes very near the 
borders of it, and permits fome things that in 
reality amount to it: than which there cannot 
be any principle more pernicious to Society, 
and confequently to reafon, fince Man is made 
for Society. And I cannot forbear upon this 
occafion faying, that I wonder any books and 
Authors which encourage that horrid and cow- 
ardly fin of Self-murder, fhould be publickly 
fold in a well-governed State. If he that aids 
and affifts in murder, is to be judged as a prin- 
cipal ; can he be innocent, who encourages and 
perfuades another to murder himfelf ? Thote 
Gentlemen who fpend fo much of their zeal and 
fire upon things that do not at all injure either 
virtue or truth, would do better fervice to their 
country, if they would employ fome of it with 
the Magiftrate, againft thofe who propagate fuch 


na wn 


deteftable principles. The Coroner’s Inqueft in- 
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deed do but juftice to fuch as practife them, 
when they bring them in Mad; but ’tis pity 
fuch a Verdict fhould fave them from all the 
contempt and ignominious treatment due to 
the vileft Maletactors. Every one knows the 
ftory of the Lesbian women, whom nothing 
could cure of the epidemical frenzy which made 
them hang themfelves every day in great num- 
bers, but the difgrace of having their dead bo- 
dies dragged naked through the ftreets. But 
this is not my province, and therefore I return 
to St. Cyprian, who pretends that the Church 
fhould blindly obey the dictates of Bifhops cho- 
{en with the ordinary formalities, as the only 
way to prevent herefies ; and whoever difobeys 
them, difobeys God ; unlefs any one be fo rafhly 
facrilegious and diftracted as to imagine, that a 
Bifhop is made without the approbation of God, 
though he himfelf has faid, that a Sparrow can- 
not fall to the ground without his permiflion. In 
another place, he makes the Salvation of the 
People depend on the Validity of the Bifhop’s 
Election, and that upon his Morals. I fhall 
fay no more of St. Cyprian, but come next 
to 3 


8. Lactantius, who from an extravagant idea 
of Chriftian patience, utterly condemns the juit- 
eft felf-defence ; and fays that atruly good man 
will never carry arms. I muft own that I can- 
not but think the cuftom of wearing Swords, 
as a part of fafhionable drefs, is a truly Gothick 
and barbarous one, though ftill kept up in the 
politeft nations of this polite age. ‘That a man 
fhould not be able to appear before his Prince, 
the Father and Protector of his Subjects, nor 
make a vifit to his Miftrefs, nor go to Church, 
nor 
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Art. 1. the Republick of Letters. 15 


nor into any polite Company in fhort, unlefs 
armed with the inftruments of flaughter, looks 
more like Hobbes’s State of Nature, than the 
Manners of a civilized People under a regular 
Government. In wearing conftantly upon the 
moft peaceful occafions thefe weapons of death, 
and in the horrid ule we too frequently make of 
them to butcher our beft friends for a trifle, we 
exceed in barbarity the moft favage of thofe 


~whom we at leaft unjuftly call fo. This pra- 


‘étice was firft introduced by the Goths and Van- 
dals, and ftill remains a monument of that bar- 
barity which they fpread over Europe. Nothing 
like it was ever known in ancient Greece or 
Rome ; the very name of Sicarius, one who 
wears a Sword, among the Romans fignified a 
Ruffian ; nor of confequence do we hear of 
one Duel among them, and Murders were much 
lefs frequent. ‘They never challenged one another 
to fight, but againft the common enemy of their 
country. There is one remarkable inftance of this 
recorded by Cefar in his Commentaries, Lib. v. 
c. 44. 'T. Pulfio and L. Varenus having Jong 
vied with each other for valour and preferment, 
not without great animofity, the former chal- 
lenged his adverfary to a trial of their courage, 
not upon one another, but againft the Gauls 
who affaulted Cicero’s camp in which they were ; 
and daring Varenus to follow him, marched 
out alone, and rufhed upon the thickeft ranks 
of the enemy. WVarenus would not refufe the 
challenge, and followed Pulfio at a fmall di- 
ftance, who having flain with his javelin the 
firft that came out to meet him, was attacked 
by a fhower of darts from the whole adverfe ar- 
my ; 
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my; one of which having pierced his target, 
the fhaft ftuck in his {word-belt in fuch a man- 
ner as prevented him from drawing his {word. 
The enemy immediately furrounded him, thus 
incumber’d and unable to defend himfelf ; where- 
upon Varenus fteps up to his affiftance, kills 
one, and beats off the reft ; but unwarily pur- 
fuing them with too much eagernefs, is be- 
trayed by a hole, and falls down. Pulfio had 
by this time got rid of the dart, and drawing 
his {word, comes very feafonably to the relief 
of Varenus, with whom, after a great flaughter 
of the enemy, he returns with fafety and glory 
tothe camp. Here is an example of true Ro- 
man Courage, Roman Honour, worthy the imi- 
tation of our young valiant Heroes, who inftead 
of aiming at the eternal praife due to the me- 
mory of thofe two generous Rivals, poorly 
place their higheft point of Honour in facrifi- 
cing the Life even of a Friend to any thing 
that puts them out of humour, and foolifhly 
rifque their own, by feeking to take his away. 
The Romans beftowed a Corona Civica, as a 
mark of honour, on him who faved the life of a 
fellow-citizen ; while among us he is by many 
hardly reckoned fit Company for a Gentleman, 
who has not fairly kill’d, or at leaft fought his 
Man, if he has had but any tolerable opportu- 
nity. 

Ladtantius, however, and feveral more of 
the Fathers carry the matter to as great and un- 
juftifiable an extreme on the other fide. For he 
pretends that God has abfolutely forbid the ta- 
king away of any man’s life, either judicially, 
or in lawful war, or in felf-defence. He thinks 
all Trade, as being the effect of avarice, unbe- 
coming that contentment and tranquillity, and 
that 
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that contempt of the world which ought to 
reign in the heart of a Chriftian. He alfo dif- 
allows the putting Money out to Intereft, tho’ 
never fofmall, which he looks upon as a fort of 
robbery. Mr. Barbyrac enters into a defence of 
it againft F. Ceillier, who is fo fingular among 
the moderns as to condemn it ; and in handling 
this point makes a very folid and neceflary di- 
{tinction between what we are obliged to in 
general juftice, and what charity or humanity 
may require in particular cafes. That judicious 
accuracy with which he writes makes the whole 
of what he fays upon the head very well worth 
reading. This fubje& is alfo excellently handled by 
Mr.Noodt in his fine treatife de Fenore € Ufuris. 


9. St. Athanafius was fo full of a burning 
zeal again{t hereticks, that he had no time to 
think of or write morality ; and if at any time 
he does touch upon it, he pafles over it very 
fuperficially. 


to. St. Cyril’s unintelligible jargon, by which 
he endeavours to extol the Sacrament of the 
Supper, by degrees produced the monftruous 
doétrine of Tranfubftantiation, which would be 
the fcandal of Chriftianity, if Providence had 
not delivered a great number of its profeffors 
from the yoke of Ignorance, Tyranny, and Su- 
perftition, which impofed fo incomprehenfible 
an abfurdity as an article of Faith. His Works 
feem to have been written in a very great hurry, 
and with very little care. 


11. St. Bafil is as patient as La¢tantius, and 
the reft ; for he thinks that whoever gives ano- 


ther a mortal wound is guilty of murder, be the 
caufe 
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caufe or provocation ever fo great or juft: that 
every layman who defends himfelf againft “a 
robber, ought to be excommunicated, and’a 
clergyman depofed ; for, fays he, all who ufe 
the {word, fhall perifh by the f{word, according 
to our Saviour’s words. Nav, he carries Chri- 
ftian patience fo far as to think it unlawful to 
fue for one’s right, and of confequence utterly 
condemns the lawyers. Thefe principles he 
founds upon miftaken texts of f{cripture, ma- 
king a general rule of the literal fenfe of thefe 
words: Jf any one take away your cloak, give bim 
your coat alfo; and, éf one firzke you on one cheek 
prefent bim alfo the other. He abfolutely forbids 
all fwearing upon any occafion. He thinks a 
man and woman who have committed fornica- 
tion together ought not to marry. He recom- 
mends it to the Monks to praétife all that affe- 
tation of humility and fanétity which our Sa- 
viour condemns in the Pharifees as hypocritical. 
Chrift faid to his difciples, When ye faft, put not 
on a fad countenance, as do bypocrites-— but per- 
fume your Heads with ointments, and wafb your 
faces, that ye may not appear anto men to faft, &c. 
St. Bafil bids his monks teftify their humility by 
a melancholy and dejected look, matted hair, 
a flovenly and greafy drefs; and accuftom 
themfelves to imitate naturally, and in their 
whole lives, the ftudied and formal behaviour of 
thofe who faft. 


12. Gregory of Nazianza comes next, and 
who can ever forgive him the odious character 
he gives of councils ? If I muft {peak the truth, 
fays he, I have taken a refolution to avoid every 
affembly of bifoops, becaufe I never faw a fynod 
that bad a good iffue, and which did not rather in- 
creafe 
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creafe than leffen the evil. Ihe {pirit of difputing 
and domineering (do not think I fay it out of ran- 
cour) #s vtolent beyond all expreffio. And in 
one of his Poems : Nor will I ever fit in any 
Synod .with geefe and cranes, who fight without 
difcretion or moderation. bere contention reigns, 
and tumult, and foameful myftery, affembled in 
one place with furious men. Notwithftanding 
thefe free fentiments, St. Gregory feems to 
have’ been inclined to perfecute the Arians and 
Macedonians. ‘This, and St. Auftin’s principles 
which juftify perfecution, gives Mr. Barbeyrac 
an opportuuity to make an excellent defence of 
Toleration. Indeed it is furprizing that there 
fhould ‘be ‘any occafion at this time of day to 
defend it, efpecially againft Proteftants ; confi- 
dering how largely that fubject has been can- 
vaffed, and how full all that can be faid to fup- 
port the ufe of Force in matters of Religion 
has been anfwered by a great number of excellent 
writers. ‘The names of the principal ones may be 
found in M. Noodt’s Difcourfe De Ja Liberté de 
Confcience. But I goon to 


13. St. Ambrofe, who fpeaks no better of 
Marriage than feveral of the reft, and fays that 
thofe who are in that ftate ought to blufh at it. 
According to him, Adam never knew Eve till 
after the Fall ; and in this mutual abftinence 
confifted part of their innocence. In anfwer to 
thofe who argue againft Celibacy and Virginity, 
as contrary to the Command of God, IJucreafe 
and multiply, and tending to extinguifh our 
Species, he makes a comical obfervation, wiz. 
that where there are feweft Nuus, feweftf Men are 
born ; but that 7” thofe Countries where there is 
the 
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the greateft ardor for the profeffion of Virginity, 
greater numbers are born. Be this remark true 
or not, one would think that the Friars and 
Nuns in St. Ambrofe’s days, as well as in ours, 
took all the natural methods to verify it. As 
his fentiments of Virginity and Celibacy are 
very extravagant, we are not to expect he fhould 
think favourably of fecond Marriages ; for which 
he imagines no true motive can be given but 
luft, and will have the gratifying of that by 
any means to be in itfelf finful. I wonder fome 
of them did not take it into their heads to make 
it a crime for a man to gratify his hunger or 
his thirft, as being fenfual pleafures, and there- 
fore finful in themfelves, tho’ the means ufed for 
that purpofe were lawful. God has implanted 
all thefe appetites in our very natures, and we 
cannot make them vicious in themfelves with- 
out reflecting upon him. Why then fhould any 
one be afhamed of fuch inclinations, provided 
he does not indulge them in a manner contrary 
to the Laws of God and the Land, or the rules 
of Order, and the good of Society ? Yet this 
rigid Father had a notion of Adultery not quite 
fo fevere-as one would have expected. He ex- 
prefsly fays that before the Law of Mo/es, and 
that of the Gofpel, it was not forbid ; and ju- 
ftifies the commerce of Abraham with Hagar, 
becaufe he got the ftart of the Law, and there- 
fore could not fin againft it God commend- 
ed Marriage indeed in Paradife, but did not 
condemn Adultery. He forbids all raillery, 
becaufe not authorized by Scriprure, and be- 
caufe of the Text which fays, Wo be uuto you 
that laugh, for ye foali weep. 


4 ; 14. St. 
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14. St. Chryfoftomn, with feveral other Fa- 
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thers, thought there were fome occafions where 
a man might tell a lye without fin. He extols 
Abraham’s priidence, and refolution in over- 
coming his jealoufy fo far as to expofe Sarah’s 
chaftity ; and her good-natured complaifance for 
her husband, in fubmitting to commit adultery 
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order to fave his lite. ‘* Ye know, fays he, 
ye know that nothing can be more grievous 
to a husband, than to have the leaft fufpi- 
cion of his wife’s virtue: and neverthelefs 
this juft man /abours and does every thing in 
bis power, that the att of adultery may be ac- 
complifoed. But, dear brethren, do not there- 
fore condemn this juft man without any fur- 
ther enquiry. Rather take notice of the 
courage and prudence he fhowed upon this 
occafion. His courage in fupprefling and 
furmounting fo generoufly the agitation of 
mind fuch thoughts might have thrown him 
into, fo far as even to perfuade his wife to 
this attion. For nothing is harder to digeft. 
Hear Solomon : Lhe wrath of an husband is 


full of jealou/y ; it will not [pare in the day of 
co judgment, nor be appealed by many presents. 


And in another place: Fealoufy is cruel as 
bell, And indeed we do fee.a great many 
husbands, who give themfelves up to fuch 
tranfports of rage, as not to fpare even their 
wives, but kill not only them together with 
the Gallant, but themfelves alfo. So much 
for Abraham’s courage. His great prudence 
appears in this, that being in the greateft 
perplexity, and caught as it were in the toils, 
he had the art to order matters fo, that of 
two evils, the leaft fhould happen, €c. Con- 
Jury 1728. B ** fider 
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“¢ fider further the goodnefs of his wife. You 
<S fee what a propolal he ventured to make to 
“ her, and how fhe accepted it. She does not: 
< refufe it 5 foe flows mo- reluctance to it, but 
“¢ plays ber part in the Comedy as well as fhe can. 
“¢ .--- Who can fufficiently praife her, who 
“* after fo long continence, and in fo advanced 
“¢ an age, freely confented to expofe herfelf to 
“¢ adultery, and to deliver her body to Barba- 
<* riansy in order to fave her husband’s life ?” 
And accordingly he recommends it to the peo- 
ple of Antioch to imitate the good underftand- 
ing which was between Abraham and Sarah ; 
and tells them that Kings are not more glori- 
oufly diftinguifhed by the diadem that fhines up- 
on their heads, than this bleffled woman is by 
her compliance with her husband’s propofal. 


15. We have feen above that St. ferom con- 
demned fecond Marriages, and all oaths of any 
kind. He approves of felf-murder to prevent a 
rape, in which he agrees wirh St. Ambrofe and 
St. Chryfoftom ; and he, with the ancient 
Church, honoured fome women as Martyrs, 
who had drowned themfelves to preferve their 
chaftity. He pretends that Chrift abolifhed the 
eating of flefh, and drinking of wine, as welt 
as Divorce and Circumeifion, becaufe the. Apo- 
ftle fays, Rom. xiv. 21. It is good neither to eat 
flelo, nor drink wine. Upon occafion of St. Je- 
rom’s invective againft Vigilantius, Mr. Bar- 
beyrac enlarges upon the origin, progrefs, and 
abufe of Vigils, and other Honours paid to the 
Relicks of Saints ; and fhows that St. Jerom, 
hurried away by an outrageous and ill-judged 
zeal, does in that piece often contradi€t him- 
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felf, and grofsly mifreprefent his adverfary, be- 
fides loading him with injurious language. In- 
deed it could not well be otherwife, feeing it 
was his general chara€ter, avowed and defended 
by himfelf, to fay and unfay, and to argue pro 
or com, juft as it fuited the times or ferved his 
caufe: and which is more, he pretends to ju- 
{tify this odd conduét by the examples of other 
Saints, of St. Paul, nay, and of Chrift himfelf, 
whom he reprefents as laying about them like 
madmen, with every weapon good or bad that 
comes next to hand, without any regard to fin- 
cerity and truth, which he thinks no man is 
tied to in a difpute any further than it ferves his 
turn. Generous conceffions thefe, in a Father 
who defends the Caufe of Chriftianity ! What 
may not a man prove or difprove upon fuch 
principles ? This impudent manner of difputing 
was firft fet on foot by Gorgias at Athens, who 
to difplay his own talents, and infult the abilities 
of others, or rather reafon itfelf, would take any 
fide of a queftion ; 


On either which he would difpute, 
Confute, change bands, and ftill confute. 


16. St. Auftin, in order to juftify Abraham’s 
commerce with Hagar, pretends that as married 
people have a right to the ufe of each other's 
bodies, they may transfer that right to whom 
they pleafe: and tho’ he thinks this doctrine 
will not generally hold good under the Gofpel, 
yet according to him, there may be particular 
cafes where it may lawfully take place ; as to 
fave the life of a husband, or a wife ; on which 
occafion he relates the celebrated ftory of Acin- 
dynus, Governor of Antioch. He places the 
Be fin 
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fin of adultery in the defire. of carnal pleafure, 
which is a principle that will equally condemn 
the commerce of married people. He main- 
tains that Believers have a divine right to every 
thing, and Unbelievers to nothing: an abomi- 
nable maxim which utterly overturns all So- 
ciety, and Mr. Barbeyrac is at pains to fhow the 
abfurdity of it at length. This feems to be the 
foundation on which the Church of Rome has 
fince built her extenfive pretenfions to temporal 
Authority. Agreeable to thefe notions, St. Au- 
guftin openly declared for Force in Matters of 
Religion and Confcience, and encouraged and 


juftified the barbarous perfecution of the Do- 


natifts. Mr. Barbeyrac calls him the Grand Pa- 
triarch of Chriftian Perfecutors, as being the firft 
that ever directly juftified Perfecution, and the 
Author of all the filly Sophifms which have 
fince been made ufe of to vindicate a principle 
which is contrary to all the dictates of good 
fenfe, to natural equity, to charity, to good 
policy, and to the {pirit of the Gofpel. St. Au- 
ftin alfo founded his principles of Morality on 
allegorical explications of Scripture, equally falfe 
and ridiculous. 


17. Mr. Barbeyrac joins together St. Leon, 
Theodoret, and Gregory the Great. He ob- 
ferves that the firft treats Morality rather in an 
entertaining than in an inftructive manner; and 
frankly gives his vote for bloody peritecution. 
Our Author juftly applies to him, and all that 
are of his mind, what Chrift faid to his Difci- 
ples upon a like occafion ; Ye know uot what [pi- 
vit ye are of. 'Theodoret is defervedly cenfured 
for approving the conduct of the Bifhop Ab- 
daa, in the following inftance. ‘This Abdaa was 
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Bifhop of Sufa, a royal City of Perfia, in the 
time of Theodofius the younger; and being 
animated with zeal againft the Fire-worfhippers, 
burnt down one of theirTemples. Application be- 
ing made to the King Ifdegerda by the Magi, he 
fent for Abdaa, and after having gently repri- 
manded him, ordered that he fhould rebuild the 
Temple which he had deftroyed. The Bifhop 
refufed it. The King being incenfed, threat- 
ened if he did not comply, to make reprizals 
upon the Chriftian Churches ; and actually put 
his menaces in execution, upon Abdaa’s obftinate 
refiftance, who chofe rather to dye and expofe 
his brethren to a furious perfecution, than obey 
fo juft and equitable an order. Theodoret, 
tho? he owns the Bifhop’s zeal was fomewhat 
ill-timed, yet maintains that his refufing to build 
the Temple was an inftance of conftancy wor- 
thy of admiration and of a crown ; for, fays 
he, “tis as great an impiety to build a Temple 
to Fire, as to adore it. St. Ambrofe in the 
fame manner juftifed a Chriftian Bifhop, who 
had incited a Mob to pull down a Jewith Sy- 
nagogue, and a Church belonging to the Va- 
lentinian Hereticks ; and prevailed with Theo- 
dofius by his intreaties, or rather by his inve- 
€tives againft him in the pulpit, to recal an 
order he had fent for rebuilding the Synagogue 
and Church at the expence of the Bithop and 
his feditious followers ; becaufe, forfooth, it laid 
them under a neceffity either of prevarication 
by compliance, or of fuffering Martyrdom for 
their difobedience, and left fire fhould fall from 
heaven upon the builders, of which he pretends 
there were inftances. He fays, he doubts not 
but that the Bifhop wiil take:all the biame up- 
on himfelf, and own that he himfelf fet fire 
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to the Synagogue and Church ; that no body elfe 
had any hand in it; in order thereby to obtain 
the happinefs of fuffering Martyrdom. O glo- 
rious Lye, cries he, which would procure the 
pardon of all others! And he is fo pleafed with 
the fancy of purchafing the Crown of Martyr- 
dom by fo ingenious a ftratagem, and at fo eafy 
a rate as telling a lye, that he immediately adds - 
Yes, I acknowledge I burnt the Synagogue ; I 
at leaft gave orders that it fhould be done: and 
defires he may be punifhed for it. Gregory the 
Great fpeaks with the greateft encomiums of 
the Traitor and barbarous Ufurper Phocas, who 
commanded his Mafter the Emperor Maurice 
to be put to death in his prefence, after having 
tortured this unfortunate Father with the hor- 
rid and fhocking fpectacle of five young Prin- 
ces, his fons, butchered in the fame manner. 
Gregory congratulates this monfter upon his ac- 
ceffion to the Crown, and thanks God for it, as 
the greateft bleffing he could have conferred on 
the Empire. He ufes the fame flattery to Brune- 
haud Queen of France, one of the wickedeft 
Princeffes mentioned in hiftory. He fpeaks 
with indignation and contempt of the ftudy of 
the heathen Ancients : nay, he took pains to 
write bad Latin, becaufe he thought it below 
the dignity of the heavenly Oracles to be tied 
to rules of grammar. 


Here I end with my Author, and the Fa- 
thers of the firft fix Centuries. Their autho- 
rity in points of Doétrine, and in the explica- 
tion of the Scripture, has long been ruined ; 
particularly by Dr. Whitby, in his Differtatio 
ae Scripturarum tuterpretatione fecundum Patrum 
Coiit~ 
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Commentarios, which is a very proper Introdu- 
&tion to Mr. Barbeyrac’s Traite de la Morale des 
Peres, wherein he has fufficiently expofed both 
their falfe and unjuftifiable principles of Mora- 
lity, and the weak and ridiculous foundations 
on which they built, even when they happened 
to be in the right ; and by that means he has 
entirely deftroyed the Claim of any Church to 
Infallibility, which is fupported entirely by 
them, and the pretenfions of thofe who would 
have us affociate them with, or even preter 
them to the facred Scriptures, as the Rule of 
what we ought to believe and practife. If one 
were to judge of Chriftianity by the Syftem 
which they have given us of it; if they are to 
be looked upon as the Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners ; never was there fuch a compound of ab- 
furdity, folly, and nonfenfe : it very much re- 
fembles the pi€ture Horace draws in the begin- 
ning of his Art of Poetry ; and that Religion, 
the diftinguifhing character of which it is, that 
all its doctrines naturally tend to the honour of 
the Deity, the perfection of human Nature, 
and the temporal as well as eternal happinefs of 
Mankind, ought to be exterminated as the mott 
pernicious peft of Society, and unworthy of 
God or Man. The practices of many among 
the primitive Chriftians, and of the Church of 
Rome to this day, as well as the ufe that has 
been lately made of the Fathers by fome among 
ourfelves to the difadvantage of revealed Reli- 
gion, are but too good vouchers for the truth 
and juftice of this reflexion. But I chufe to 
leave another of a more agteeable nature upon 
the Reader’s mind. 'To what then, I fay, 
muft we impute the rapid progrefs of Chrifti- 
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anity, and its triumphs over Paganifm and Ido» 
latry, unfupported by any thing but its native 
excellency, though fo grofsly mifreprefented, 
{o horridly mangled and disfigured, and fo piti- 
fully defended againft the attacks of its Adver- 
{aries ? 
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The History of the Revolution in Perfia, 
taken from the Memoirs of Father Kru- 
finski, Procurator of the Fefuits at \{pa- 
han; who lived twenty years in that 
Country, was employed by the Bifhop of 
I{pahan in his Negotiations at the Perfian 
Court for the Emperor and K. of France ; 
and was familiarly converfant with the 
greatefi Men of all Parties. Done into 
Englifh from the Original juf? publifhed 
with the Royal Licence at Paris hy Fa- 
ther Du Cerceau: Who has prefixed a 
Map of Perfia, and a fhort Hiftory of the 
Sophies 5 with curious Remarks on the 
Account given by Tavernier, Sir John 
Chardin, and other Writers that have 
sreated particularly of that Government 
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and Country, &c. In two Volumes 8vo. 
Vol. \. contains 274 pages , Vol. Il. 199, 
befides a Preface of 24, and an Index of 
34. London: printed for J. Pember- 
ton, at the Golden Buck in Fleetftreet. 
1728, 


N°. part of Hiftory is more entertaining or 
inftru€tive, than that which treats of 
the Revolutions of States, and the various For- 
tunes of Princes, efpecially when the fprings 
from whence they flowed are faithfully and ac- 
curately reprefented ; feeing the fame caufes 
will naturally produce the fame effects, always 
and every where. And indeed without this, 
Hiftory dwindles into mere dry Narrative, an 
idle and ufelefs amufement. The late Revolu- 
tion in Perfia is certainly a very furprifing 
event; that fuch a vaft and potent Empire 
fhould in a few years become the prey of an 
handful of Barbarians, who at their firft fetting 
out aimed at nothing lefs, and would have 
thought themfelves happy in recovering their 
own Liberty, feems at firft aftonifhing ; but 
will however appear much lIefs fo, if we confi- 
der the ftate in which the affairs of that Em- 
pire were, and the feveral things that prepared 
the way for fuch a change, of which the Au- 
thor gives a very particular account, as an In- 
troduction to the Hiftory ; and it will not be 
amifs if we obferve the fame method here. 


Schah-Solyman, the Predeceffor of Schah- 
Huffein the laft of the family of the Sophies, 
left but two fons, Mirza-Abas and Huflein, ca- 
pable 
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pable of fucceeding him, and by different mo- 
thers. Huffein’s mother had indeed born him 
two more fons ; but Solyman having put the 
eldeft to death, fhe fent the youngeft privately 
out of the way, to prevent his meeting the fame 
fate Solyman being incenfed at this, facrifi- 
ced the mother to his refentment ; but when 
his paffion was over, he changed his rage 
into compaffion and love for Huffein, and or- 
dered the beft care to be taken of his educa- 
tion, which he had hitherto very much neglect- 
ed. Huffein, though otherwife handfome e- 
nough, had his legs monftroufly crooked, and 
was befides fplay-footed. He had no ambition 
or paffion in his nature, loved retirement and 
folitude, and the exercifes of piety fo much, 
that they commonly called him the Dervife. 
He had all the virtues of a good private man, 
but which alone cannot make a good Prince, 
much lefs a great one. Mirza-Abas, on the 
contrary, had all the qualities neceffary for a 
great King. However, Schah-Solyman when 
he came to dye was fo divided between his 
love for the one, and the merit of the other, 
that he left it to the chief of his Eunuchs, who 
towards the end of his reign had got the great- 
eft fhare in the Government, and to the other 
Grandees of the Kingdom, to chufe which of 
the two they thought beft. The Eleétion of a 
Succeffor being thus left to perfons whofe in- 
tereft it was to chufe him who was fitteft, not 
to govern, but to be governed, Mirza-Abas was 
excluded, and Huffein placed upon the Throne ; 
to which alfo the intrigues of his grandmother 
by the mother’s fide greatly contributed, fhe 
having undertaken to the Eunuchs to make 
him obedient to them. Mirza-Abas was put 
| under 
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under ftriét confinement, but Schah-Huffein 
would not fuffer his eyes to be bored out, which 
is the ordinary fate of the King’s brothers. 
Though Schah-Huffein’s foft temper, narrow 
{pirit, and almoft natural incapacity for bufinefs 
were the qualities that recommended him to 
the choice of the Eunuchs, yet they could not 
think themfelves perfectly fure of him, unlefs 
they plunged him in debauchery; but the 
firft aétion of his reign feemed to have broke 
all their meafures. Being always poring over 
the Alcoran, even after he came to the Crown, 
infomuch that he got the nickname of Par/ow 
Huffein, and finding wine forbid there, he pro- 
hibited the ufe of it, and fet the firft example 
himfelf, by caufing all his wine-veffels to be 
brought out of his cellar, and publickly ftaved 
to pieces. Every body was alarmed at the feve- 
rity of an Ediét, which abolifhed a cuftom that 
had been univerfally practifed notwithftanding 
their Religion ; but the Eunuchs efpecially were 
frighten’d on another account, knowing that a 
temperate King would not be always led by the 
nofe. Now it is to be obferved, that as the 
King’s children are always kept fhut up in the 
Haram, or Seraglio, where they are allowed to 
drink only fherbet or water, Huffein had never 
drank any wine. The Eunuchs imagining that 
if they could but bring him by fome ftratagem 
to tafte it, he would not afterwards be fo {cru- 
pulous, contrived this Expedient. They brought 
his grandmother into their defign; fhe feigned 
herfelf fick, and when the King came to fee her 
told him that wine was the only remedy that 
could cure her, and begged that if he valued 
her life, he would permit her to drink a little. 
He, alarmed at the danger of the perfon to 
whom 
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whom he owed his Crown in a great meafure, 
immediately fent to procure fome ; which being 
found with great difficulty, and brought, the 
King poured it out into a cup, and with his 
own hand prefented it to his grandmother. 'This 
cunning woman then refufed it, faying , She 
could not refolve to drink wine, if the King 
would not tafte it firft ; that as to the precept 
of the Alcoran, it did not affect Kings, who, 
according to a Perfian maxim, are fubjeét to 
no law, and whatever they do, commit no fin: 
She put him in mind of the examples of his 
Predeceffors, who for 200 years had not only 


drank it, but permitted the general ufe’ of it: 


That without fuch a fupport, they could not 
have fuftained the weighty affairs of fo vaft an 
Empire: That fhe was very fenfible nothing but 
wine could fave her life ; but that fhe would ra- 
ther lofe it than tafte wine, unlefs the King ju- 
{tified her by his own example. The good- 
natured Prince could not refift thefe artful folli- 
citations, and drank a large cup, which infpired 
him with a certain brisknefs, to which he was 
an utter ftranger before, and fo intoxicated him 
with that enchanting liquor, that he entirely 
abandoned himfelf to the drinking of it to fuch 
excefs, that it was rare to find him fober. By 
this means, the Eunuchs found him and the Em- 
pire altogether in their power. 


In the preceding reigns, the Eunuchs were 
always fhut up in the Haram, without having 
any thing to do with the Government ; except 
that the management of the Finances and of the 
Treafury was committed to them, becaufe ha- 
ving no heirs, they were under the lefs tempta- 
tion to enrich themfelves at the publick ex- 
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pence. Nor were their kindred a f{nare to them; 
for they were all Foreigners, brought out of the 
remoteft countries ; it being an old State maxim 
to admit no Eunuch that was a Perfian. The 
Perfians indeed had the greateft contempt for 
that order of men, who when they went abroad 
were always mounted upon mules or affes, or 
elfe walked a-foot, not being allowed to ride a 
horfe, and were fure to be hooted at by the po- 
pulace ; which was not difpleafing to the Kings, 
who reckoned the Eunuchs would be thereby 
more attached to their intereft. When Schah- 
Solyman began to grow old and infirm, as none 
but Eunuchs could come into the Haram, he 
found himfelf under a neceflity of intrufting 
one of the chief of them that was always next 
his perfon with the Superintendency of the Go- 
vernment. ‘This Eunuch, whofe meme was 
Chagia-Drak, managed affairs fo wifely, and 
with fuch good fuccefs, that he raifed the cre- 
dit of the whole Order with the King, who 
upon his recovery formed a Council of State 
out of the chief of his Eunuchs, joined them 
in commiffion with Chagia-Drak, and made 
them fuperior to all his Minifters. He flattered 
himfelf he had a double advantage in this ; As 
on one hand he drew upon the Eunuchs the 
odium of whatever might appear harfh in the 
Government ; and on the other, as it gave them 
great opportunities of heaping up riches, which 
came to him by right after their death. In 
Schah-Huffein’s reign, their credit and power 
became ftill greater by the above-mentioned me- 
thods ; and thofe who had been treated with 
general fcorn and derifion, now never went 
abroad but with an equipage and retinue that 


commanded univerfal refpect. Inftead of beng 
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afhamed of their condition, they valued them- 
felves upon it, and carried the jeft fo far as to 
publifh an Ediét in the King’s name to forbid 
the making of capons, asa proftitution of their 
diftinguifhing character. Thus the Eunuchs 
difpofed of all honours and employments at 
pleafure, and beftowed them not on the moft 
deferving, but the higheft bidder, and by this 
means not only ftifled all emulation, but put 
thofe who attained to places under a neceffity 
of plundering the people to reimburfe them- 
felves, as well as make their fortunes. But this 
is not all. It was a cuftom in Perfia, that the 
King fent the Governors of places a Calaate, or 
rich veft once a year, as a mark of his {fatisfa- 
ction with their paft adminiftration, and of his 
confirming them in their pofts. ‘The Governor 
was obliged to make the Officer whom the King 
ordered to carry the veft a rich prefent, befides 
defraying all his charges. This veft Schah- 
Houffein’s Eunuchs ufually fent, not once a year, 
but almoft every month of the year, thus en- 
riching their creatures with the fpoils of the 
poor people. It is further to be obferved, that 
in Perfia as well as in Turky, they make ufe of 
two forts of Eunuchs, black, and white: The 
former are etnployed as guards to the women in 
the inner Haram ; the latter attend the King, 
or guard the Princes of the Blood in a particu- 
lar Haram, feparate from that of the women. 
The above-mentioned Council of State, formed 
by Solyman, and continued by Huffein, con- 
fifted of the chief of both forts, between whom 
the very difference of colour produced a natu- 
ral antipathy, which was fo much the more in- 
vetérate, as it was founded on a fpirit of fa€tion 
which the Kings of Perfia thought it policy to 
keep 
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Art. 2. the Republick of Letters 23 
keep up not only among the Eunuchs, but alfo 
among the Grandees, and all their Subjects. 
Schah-Abas the Great, who reigned in 1585, 
and is looked upon as the Reftorer of the Mo-~ 
narchy, firft introduced this policy, and left to 
his Succeffors that dangerous maxim, Divide 
€3 impera. As the Crown had not been long in 
his family, which had got it by ufurpation, he 
was more afraid of his own fubjeéts than of his 
neighbours ; and therefore governing himfelf 
by the above-mentioned maxim, he introduced 
into all the Cities of the Empire foreign Colo- 
nies of fuch Nations as were leaft likely to form 
alliances with one another, and whofe genius, 
character, humour, cuftoms, manners and even 
language, were the moft oppofite. Out of all 
thefe different Nations aflembled in the fame 
Towns, he found means to form in each of 
them two oppofite faétions. The one was cal- 
led Pelenk, the other Felenk ; and they were 
diftinguifhed from each other by the particular 
colour that each chofe for the neck-bands of 
their fhirts : The one party could not contract 
marriage, mor even eat with the other ; the 
one was utterly incapable of inheriting, or pur- 
chafing, or enjoying by any means any of the 
poffeffions of the other : And at the feaft of Ho- 
cen, Ali’s Son-in-law, to foment the divifion, 
they were permitted publickly to fight, and 
taught to believe that whoever fell on that oc- 
cafion, went direétly to paradife : and accor- 
dingly they engaged with fo much fury and 
bloodfhed, though they were allowed no other 
arms than ftones and fticks, that the guards 
were often obliged to feparate them with drawn 
fwords, and the flaughter of a great number of 
the combatants. At Ifpahan, in the year 1714, 
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three hundred were flain by the King’s guards 
before they could part them. The defign of 
eftablifhing and keeping up this animofity and 
hatred between the two factions, was to hinder 
any town, or number of towns, trom rifing una- 
nimoufly in rebellion. Thefe factions were fet 
up at Candahar particularly by Schah-Abas the 
Great, when he conquer’d it. But that City 
being fome time after retaken by the Mogul, 
thofe cuftoms vanifhed by degrees ; and tho’ it was 
afterwards reconquered by the Perfians, yet ei- 
ther from a regard to a frontier Town, or thro’ 
the indolence of the Minifters, they neglected 
to revive the fame feeds of difcord ; which, as 
we fhall fee, was attended with fatal confequences 
to the Sophies. I cannot however pafs without 
cenfure a political remark which the Compiler 
of this Hiftory makes upon this occafion. ‘** The 
<¢ fomenting of thefe civil difcords, fays he, is 
“* one of that kind of engines which require 
“¢ skilful hands to manage them, and which 
“© caufe as much diforder when they come to 
“* fall in pieces, and to be entangled by the fol- 
“¢ ly and lukewarmnefs of thofe who have the 
“¢ direction of them, as they do good in a State 


© when they are well conducted, and their 


& 


tm) 


fprings kept in good repair.” I could not 
have thought that even a ‘Jefuit would at this 
time of day have had the confidence to ad- 
vance, that fuch devilifh and pernicious poli- 
ticks may do good to a State ; that it may be 
to the advantage of a State, that one half of 
its members fhould entertain a mortal hatred 
againft the other, and be ready to cut their 
throats upon the firft favourable opportunity. 
Tis true, an arbitrary Tyrant may hope by fo- 
menting 
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menting fuch civil difcords, to fecure himfelf 
from the rebellion of his Subjects ; but the fame 
principles that hinder them from joining unani- 
moufly againft him, will alfo hinder them from 
joining together in his defence, when he is at- 
tacked ; as happened to be the cafe of Schah- 
Hoffein. 

Another thing that contributed to weaken 
the Government of Perfia, was Schah-Huffein’s 
exceffive good-nature. He happened acciden- 
tally one day to wound a duck with a piftol- 
fhot, upon which he cried out as if he had com- 
mitted murder, Kauluoldum, i.e. I am polluted 
with blood ; and immediately caufed a large Sum 
to be given to the poor, as an atonement for 
his fin. Agreeable to this weak temper, he 
would never give his confent to the fhedding 
of blood, though to punifh the moft enormous 
crimes ; and during a reign of 20 years, he ne- 
ver pronounced one fentence of death. The 
Eunuchs took care to improve this merciful 


difpofition, as the beft fecurity for their own 


sea, and becaufe it gave them an opportunity 
of changing all punifhments into forfeitures, 
which they converted to their own profit. This 
was contrary to the policy of all the preceding 
Princes, with whom it was a maxim to punifh 
the great and rich with corporal pains, and ro 
fine the poor only; wifely judging that both 
would be more affected by this than by the con- 
trary method, as plainly appeared when Schah- 
Huffein came to put it in practice. For the 
Great committed all manner of diforders, and 
feared nothing, as long as by plundering the 
people they could buy their pardon. The Dw 
roga, or Governor of a City, perceiving one 
day a private man’s afs browzing in his neigh- 
Jury 1728. C bour’s 
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38 The Prefent State of Art. 2. 
bour’s vineyard, fined the owner of the afs 50 
crowns. 'The owner of the vineyard came to 
beg pardon for his neighbour, by reprefenting 
he did not take offence at it ; upon which the 
Governor fined him alfo 50 crowns, and then 
told them both it was to teach them to keep 
what they had. The Deroga of Ipahan being 
applied to by an Armenian, for juftice againft 
a robber who had broke open his houfe, the 
Governor committed the thief to prifon, and 
ordered the goods to be brought to his houfe, 
telling the Plaintiff that he muft prove the rob- 
bery, and that the goods belonged to him be- 
fore he could have them. 'The Armenian be- 
ing afraid of foul play, thought it beft to com- 
pound the matter with the thief, and by giving 
him part of the goods, engaged him to contets 
the robbery before the Judge ; who thereupon 
turning to him, faid in a very cold manner; 
What! have you no better wituefs than this? 
would you bave me take the evidence of a rogue? 
bring me found believers, and then Pi hear you. 
The Author gives a great many more Inftances 
of the horrible Diforders committed every day 
in Perfia, and of the ill adminiftration of juftice. 
Thus every thing contributed to weaken Huf- 
fein’s Government, and to promote the ruin of 
himfelf and the family of the Sophies, of which 
I come now, with my Author, to give a fuc- 
cinét account. 


The City of Candahar is the ftrongeft in all 
the Perfian Empire, having been fortified by 
European Engineers, and extremely rich becaufe 
of its being the great Thorough-fare of the Ca- 


_ravans that pafs between Perfia and the Indies. 


It paid to the King 12 pound weight of gold 
at for 
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for every day in the year, befides other duties, 
fines and forfeitures. It lies in the fame lati- 
tude with If{pahan, and at the diftance of above 
4§o French leagues to the Eaft of it, border- 
ing on the confines of Perfia on one fide, and 
on the Indies on the other. It is the capital of 
the Aghvans, who live difperfed about it under 
tents, like the Tartars, inured to heat and cold, 
and all the inclemencies of the weather. Ma- 
fters, flaves, horfes and cattle, lye confufedly 
under one and the fame tent ; and it one of 
their beafts drop down dead by them, there 
they let it lie and rot, without taking any 
more notice of it than if they had not the fenfe 
of fmelling. ‘They live upon very little, have 
no table but the ground, no plate but their 
bread : they eat their meat but juft heated tho- 
rough ; and their only drink is water. Their 
drefs anfwers to their diet. They are very ill 
fhaped, but nervous and ftrong, of infinite agi- 
lity and skill en horfeback ; fo that if they let 
any thing fail, they eafily take ir up without 
alighting. Their women go baretaced, con- 
trary to the cuftom of almoft all the Eaft. They 
wear Ear-pendants of glafs, or fome fuch thing, 
which hang down to their middles. But which 
is moft to our purpofe, there is not perhaps a 
people in the world that has a greater inclina- 
tion to war, and that is better formed and 
trained up to it ; their whole lives being fpent 
in making excurfions upon their neighbours for 
plunder. When they fight, they place their 
beft troops in the front ; who having put the 
enemy in diforder, retire to the rear of the ar- 
my, in order to hinder the reft from running 
away ; and if they perceive any one falling back, 
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they drive him again upon the enemy with their 
{words and pikes. Their troops are kept under 
the ftri€teft and motit regular difcipline ; and 
there are perhaps none where the Leaders have 
more authority, -and are better obeyed. 

The City of Candahar had Princes of its own 
for fome time, who fubfifted by the mutual 
jealoufies of the two Powers between which it 
was fituated At laft Schah-Abas engaged the 
Prince who was mafter of it in his time, to 
fubmit it to the Perfians, upon condition that 
his family fhould always enjoy the Principality 
of it as Vaffals to the Kings of Perfia : But this 
{tipulation was not long obferved by the Perfi- 
ans, who took the firft opportunity to make 
themfelves abfolute mafters of Candahar and the 
Aghvans, and driving out their natural Prince, 
fent them a Governor from Court. As thefe 
Governors were always watchful left the turbu- 
lent and warlike Aghvans fhould make any at- 
tempts to recover their liberty, the famous 
Myrr-Weis became fufpected to one of them, 
as a perfon fit to head his countrymen in fuch 
an enterprife, and indeed as defigning it. For 
being employed in one of the chief Stations at 
Candahar, where he was Chielentar, or Recei- 
ver-General of the King’s tribute, he exercifed 
his office with fo much generofity, difintereft- 
ednefs and kindnefs to the people, that he made 
himfelf beloved by them even to adoration. This 
was enough to render him fufpicious to the Go- 
vernor, who therefore fent him to court, not 
indeed as a prifoner, but he informed the King, 
that if he would fecure the Province, he muft 
never fuffer Myrr-Veis to return to Candahar. 
Tt had been happy for Schah-Huffein, if he had 
taken the Governor’s advice; tut Mjrr-Weis 
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had fo much art, and infinuated himfelf fo 
far into the friendfhip of the chief Courtiers, 
that he removed all the ill impreffions that had 
been given of him. He firft applied himfelf to 
ftudy the Court, and having foon difcovered 
the antipathy of the two factions, he artfully 
applied himfelf to gain the confidence of both. 
This he did not only by fiding with them in 
converfation, but by making them magnificent 
prefents, which his great riches enabled him 
to do. As foon as he found himfelf in this fitu- 
ation at the Court of I{pahan, he refolyed to 
confirm the good opinion there entertained of 
him, by an action which might gain hjm a cha- 
racter for piety. A pilgrimage to Mecca he 
thought very proper for this effect, and to con- 
ceal {till greater defigns ; and indeed it was the 
foundation of all his future undertakings. He 
eafily obtained leave of the Court for it, becaufe 
inftead of carrying him back to Candahar, it 
carried him four or five hundred Jeagues further 
from it. 


Though Myrr-Weis had been juftly fufpected 
by the Governor of Candahar as no friend to 
the State, yet how ftrong foever his inclinati- 
ons were, he durft never refolve upon rebel- 
ling, till by being fent to Court he difcovered 
the weaknefs of the State. The power which 
he apprehended to be formidably great at a di- 
ftance, was exceedingly leffened by a nearer 
view. There were indeed a great number of 
troops on foot, but ill paid, and almoft entirely 
neglected, difgufted with their fervice, weak 
and difpirited of themfelves, and cramped by 
the divifions of the Miniftry ; one part of whom 
minded nothing but to thwart the projects of 
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the other. Befides all this, he faw a Prince of 
a mean {pirit, without knowledge or experi- 
ence, who knew not the ftate of the kingdom 
fo much as the loweft of his fubje€ts ; a mere 
flave to his eunuchs, who were more Kings than 
he. This view fixed his refolution. But ftill 
he was afraid left his countrymen, having taken 
oaths of Allegiance to the King of Perfia, might 
make a fcruple of Confcience to rebel, though 
to refcue themfelves from unjuft oppreffion. To 
remove any objections of this nature, he under- 
took his pilgrimage to Mecca ; where having 
bribed the Imans, or Doétors of the Mahome- 
tan Law, with rich Prefents, he propofed the 
cafe to them, and eafily prevailed with them to 
declare in his favour, and to give him their 
Fetfa, or decifion in writing, and fealed with 
the Seal of Mecca. This he alfo obtained the 
more eafily, as the Turks have the greateft ab- 
horrence of the Perfians, infomuch that they 
think it a lefs crime to kill forty Perfians than 
one Chriftian ¢. The Grand Signior caufed them 
in the reign of Schah-Abas to be excommuni- 
cated and curfed by the Doctors of Mecca, 
whofe Decifions are held in great veneration all 
over the Eaft. The Mufti concludes his im- 
precations with thefe words: “ I hope alfo 
“* from the divine Majefty, that in the day of 
¢ Judgment he will make you ferve inftead of 
® affes to the Jews, that that miferable nation, 
“* which is the contempt of the world, may 
** mount and trot with you to hell.” Schah- 


Tt It muft be obferved that the Aghvans are of the fame 
Sect with the Turks, viz. that called Suznxi, who follow 
Omar. The Perfians, on the contrary, are of the Sect 
called Rafi, who follow 4h. | 
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Abas in return caufed the Turks to be excom- 
municated by the High-Prieft of Perfia ; who 
among other curfes, prayed that the excrements 
of the Armenians might fall upon the head of 
Omar ; which imprecation is continued to this 
day in Perfia, where as often as the Mollabs, 
ot Priefts, from the top of the Mofques call 
the people to prayers, they always finifh the in- 
vitation with this pious ejaculation. 


Myrr-Weis being returned to Ifpahan, car- 
ried on his artful diffimulation with both par 
ties, without difcovering the leaft fign of sila 
tience to be fent home again; nay, he often 
talked of fending for his family to Ifpahan. 
About this time an Ambaffador trom the Czar 
arrived at Szamachi, in his way to the Court of 
Perfia. His name was Ifrael Orij, an Arme- 
nian Adventurer born in Perfia, who after 
having travelled through France, Italy and Gere 
many, felling coffee in the armies, lifted him- 
felf a foldier in the troops of the Emperor Leo- 
pold, where he rofe to be a fubaltern Officer. 
Becaufe he underftood the Eaftern languages, 
he was fent to Conftantinople, to found the 
difpofition of the Turks with refpect to the 
Peace afterwards concluded at Duntewite: Then 
he went into the Czar’s fervice, who made him 

a Colonel, and who not being included in the 
Treaty of Carlowitz, employed him to‘ nego- 
tiate an accommodation with the Turk. Ha- 
ving managed affairs to the Czar’s fatisfaction, 
he was fent as his Ambaffador into Perfia, with 
Letters of Recommendation to the King from 
the Emperor of Germany and the Pope. He 
arrived at Szamachi with a very great retinue, 
as well of Armenians as of Mufcovites, who 
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being left to guard the fhips which the Czar 
had in a Port of the Cafpian fea, not far from 
Szamachi, accompanied him to this City, in 
order to give the more luftre to the Embaffy. 
There he had the vanity to talk publickly, that 
he was defcended of the ancient Kings of Ar- 
menia ; and gave to underftand, that he had not 
renounced his Title. Nothing fhowed the weak- 
nefs of the Perfian Government fo much, as 
the terrible alarm which this gave the Miniftry. 
They could not believe that an Armenian, a 
natural Subject of Perfia, fupported by a Prince 
fo powerful as the Czar, and befriended by the 
Emperor and the Pope, and attended with fo 
numerous a retinue as he had, was come thi- 
ther without fome fecret defign. This increafed 
the contempt which Myrr-Weis had of the Per- 
fian Court ; however, he refolved to heighten 
their fufpicions and fears as much as poffible, 
and to make thefe the foundation of the Scheme 
he laid for returning into his own country. He 
reprefented , that as the Mufcovites had cer- 
tainly a defign on Perfia, by fending this Ar- 
menian thither with thefe pretenfions, it was 
very natural to fear that the Georgians, who 
were of the fame Religion, and longed to fhake 
off the Perfian yoke, might join with them ; 
that the Czar had atually at his Court one of 
the Princes of Georgia ; that the Armenians, 
who were very numerous and rich in Perfia, 
would alfo undoubtedly join them for the fame 


reafons ; that it was very dangerous to leave 


Candahar in the hands of the prefent Governor 
Georgi-Kan, another of the Princes of Geor- 
sia, left while the Mufcovites were entering 
Georgia, where they would be received with 
open 
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open arms, and the Armenians rifing in the 
heart of the Kingdom, he fhould caufe the 
Aghvans to rebel, who were naturally inclined 
to it, or by delivering Candahar to the Mogul, 
procure his affiftance againft Perfia ; that it was 
too much to be feared he had fome {uch defigns, 
and had fent him out of the way, becaufe he 
thought him a fpy on his actions. 'Thefe dif- 
courfes had the defired effect, and determined 
the Miniftry to fend Myrr-Weis home, as the 
fitteft perfon to thwart the practices of the Go- 
vernor, and to make head againft him if he 
fhould offer to ftir. And that the marks of his 
efteem at Court might give him the more aus 
thority in the country, the King honoured him 
with the Calaate, or Royal Veit, and re-efta- 
blifhed him in his office with greater power than 
he had before. About the end of the year 
1709 he arrived at Candahar, where he was re- 
ceived with univerfal joy ; and in a few days he 
found means to aflaffinate the Governor, and at 
the fame inftant the people having taken arms, 
cut the garrifon to pieces. Then he called them 
together, and having congratulated them on 
their courage and refolution in freeing them- 
felves from the oppreflion of the Georgians ; 
told them this was not enough, unlefs they 
gould refcue themfelves alfo from flavery, and 
the tyranny of the Perfians ; and that the ftate 
of the Government was fo weak, and in fuch 
diforder by the clafhing of the two fa€tions, 
that it would be an eafy matter to fhake off the 
yoke. And when, as he expected, they made 
a fcruple of breaking their oaths of Allegiance, 
he owned the obje¢tion to be ftrong, but pro- 
ducing the Fetfa, or decifion of the Jmans of 
| Mecca, 
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Mecca, it had fuch an effect, that thofe who 
were before the moft f{crupulous, now thought 
themfelves obliged in Confcience to take arms 
againft the King ; and the common People, 
whofe Darling Myrr-Weis was, and who look- 
ed upon him as the Reftorer of their Liberty, 
and the Father of his Country, immediately de- 
clared him Prince of Candahar, and General of 
the army, leaving the conduét of all affairs, 
both of peace and war, to his care. As Canda- 
har lies at a vaft diftance from Ifpahan, Myrr- 
Weis {till carried on his diffimulation with the 
Court, to which he fent an Exprefs to acquaint 
the Miniftry, that the Infurreétion at Candahar 
was occafioned by the exafperating outrages 
which the Georgians committed every day ; 
that he hoped all would be quiet again, and 
that he would do his utmoft for the King’s 
fervice ; that however he thought the Court 
ought to give them a little time to recover 
themfelves and grow calm, left if they faw the 
Court inclined to take violent meafures, it might 
occafion a rebellion, or oblige them to fubmit 
to the Mogul. This he did to gain time to 


fortify himfelf ; and the Court, at fo great a di- © 


ftance, were obliged to take accounts upon his 
word. Befides, whatever he faid, and what- 
ever advice he gave, was backed at Court by thy 
faction that procured his return to Candahar, 
in order to deftroy the Governor. At laft after 
two years, v%. in 1712, they fent a large ar- 
my, of Georgians chiefly and Perfians, under 
the command of a Prince of Georgia, to re- 
duce the rebels: And Myrr-Weis would have 
repented his undertaking, if the divifions at 
Court had not defeated the Expedition, as 
Myri-Weis expeéted. ‘The Anti-Georgian fa- 
étion 
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étion found means to ftop the money that was 
defigned for the payment of the forces. The 
Perfian troops had a Commander of their own 
nation given them, who made it his bufinefs to 
thwart the General’s orders and defigns. An 
Officer was appointed, under pretence of doing 
the General honour, as mafter of his houfhold, 
but with defign and orders from this faction to 
difcover his fecrets to Myrr-Weis. On the other 
hand, Myrr-Weis having laid up in Candahar 
{ufficient provifions for his own forces, deftroyed 
and ravaged all the country round, fo that when 
the Georgian troops arrived, they found neither 
provifions nor forrage, and the befiegers were 
ftarving, while the befieged had plenty. This 
{con obliged them to retire ; and Myrr-Weis 
fallying out with frefh forces upon an army har- 
rafled with marching, faint with the heat, and 
weakened with hunger, cut to pieces a great 
number of them, with their. General. The 
mifcarriage of this Expedition fo difcouraged 
the Miniftry, that they were not in hafte to 
undertake another. However, they generally 
made an attempt once in two years, but always 
with ill fuccefs ; which ferved only the more to 
confirm the Aghvans in their new-recover’d li- 
berty. Myrr-Weis having thus made himielf fa- 
gous by the greatnefs and the fuccefs of his 
Enterprize, died at Candahar in the year 1717, 
after about fevyen or eight years of Government, 
to the great regret of his Countrymen, and joy 
of the Perfian Court. 


I muft refer the fequel of this Hiftory to ano- 
ther occafion. 
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THE Procedure, Extent, and Limits of 
Human Underftanding. London: print- 7 


ed for W. Innys, in St. Paul’s Church-yard. \) 
1728. pagg. 477. 1n 8yo. 


Ne would have thought this Subject had 

been fufficiently handled, if not exhauft- | 
ed, by the great Mr. Locke, in his celebrated 
Effay on Human Underftanding. But the reftlefs 
mind of Man is never long pleafed with any 
thing ; and that book, which has been hitherto 
fet up as the ftandard and teft of found reafon [| 
and good fenfe, ever fince it appeared, muft 
now be pulled down, as ftuffed with nothing | 
but abfurdities, if the Author of the book be- } 
fore us can draw his Readers into his peculiar 
fentiments and party. 


Coates = cis He 





" 
Some years paft, a fmall Treatife was pub- 
lifhed with this title: 4 Letter in anfwer to a 
book entitled, Chriftianity not myfterious ; as 
alfo to all thofe who fet up for Reafon and Evi- 
dence, in oppofition to Revelation and Myfterzes. 
Dr. Brown, the prefent Bifhop of Cork, who 
wrote that Letter, is with very good reafon be- 
lieved to be the Author of this book, which is 
4 founded 
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founded upon the fame principle ; viz. the di- 
{tinction between a proper and immediate Idea 
or conception of a thing, fuch as we have of 
the things of this world, which are the proper 
and immediate objects of our fenfes and our 
reafon ; and that Idea which is mediate only, 
and improper, fuch as we neceflarily form of the 
things of another world. It is, fays he, a fure 
and unconteftable truth, that we have no imme- 
diate proper Idea at all of God, or any of his 
Attributes as they are in themfelves ; or of any 
thing elfe in another world : and confequently, 
that we are under a neceflity of conceiving all 
things fupernatural by analogy ; that is, by the 
mediation and fubftitution of thofe Ideas we 
have of ourfelves, and of all other things of 
nature. This diftinétion he affirms to be abfo- 
lutely neceffary for afcertaining and fettling the 
bounds and meafure of our knowledge ; for 
fhewing the true limits and utmoft extent of hu- 
man underftanding, that we may clearly and di- 
{tin€tiy apprehend where mere knowledge ends, 
and faith begins ; where it is they meet again, 
and infeparably combine together for the en- 
largement of our underftanding vaftly beyond 
its native fphere, for opening to the mind a new 
and immenfe fcene of things, otherwife imper- 
ceptible ; and for a rational well-grounded affent 
to fuch truths concerning them, as are a folid 
foundation for all Religion, natural and re- 
vealed. 

“* Confidering of what univerfal ufe and ap- 
“* plication this diftin€tion is in all controver- 
** fies with Arians, Socinians and Deifts ; how 
“* neceflary for reducing all the difputes with 
“* them to a point under every head, fo that 
** they may admit of a clear and eafy folution ;” 
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’cis furprizing there fhould have been fo many 
orthodox Believers tor fo many ages, without 
being at all obliged to it tor the clearnefs or 
firmnefs of their faith ; and ’tis pity it was ne- 
ver thought of till about 25 years ago : it might 
have faved a great many hereticks. However, 
it is no eafy matter to underftand it right, like 
all other things of value, and to apply it to the 
myfteries of Chriftianitry ; ** befides the great 
<¢ danger of purfuing it thro’ all the inftances 
<¢ which will every where occur: For without 
“© 4 judicious and cautious application of ava- 
“ Jogy, men will be apt to miftake it for pure 
“* metdpbor, and by that means refolve all Re- 
“¢ ligion into nothing more than mere figure 
< and allufion.” The truth of this appears 
from the examples of fome great Men, which 
the Author gives us in his Preface. Other wri- 
ters of great note have utterly rejected and ex- 
ploded this analogy : for which reafons, it will 
not be improper to explain more fully what 
the Bifhop means by it. ‘“* Though, fays he, 
“* we may be faid to have Ideas of God and 
“¢ divine things, yet they are not immediate 
“Cand proper ones, but a fort of compofition 
«© we make up from our Ideas of worldly ob- 
“¢ jects ; which at the utmoft amount to no 
“* more than a type or figure, by which fome- 
© thing in another world is fignified, of which 
** we have no more notion than a blind man 
“¢ hath of light. And now that I am fallen 
** into this fimilitude, which feems well to ex- 
** plain the nature of the thing, let us purfue 
“ it a little ; and fuppofe that to a man who 
“¢ had never feen or heard any thing of it, it 
“* were to be revealed that there was fuch a 
** thing as light. This man-as yet hath nei- 
** ther 
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ther a name nor a notion for it, nor any ca- 
pacity of conceiving what it is in itfelf. Tis 
plain therefore God would not reveal this to 
him by the name of Light, a word wholly 
unknown to him ; nor by ftamping on his 
mind any immediate Idea of the thing irt- 
felf: for then it were ugterly impoflible for 
him to communicate this revelation to others 
as blind as himfelf ; fince nothing but the 
fame almighty impreffion could do that ; fo 
that this revelation muft be made by words 
and actions which are already in him. And 
accordingly when he is told, that ’tis a thing 
which can diffufe itfelf in an inftant many 
thoufands of miles round ; and enable him to 
know ina moment in what order all things 
lay at a great diftance from him, and what 
proportion they bore one to another ; nay, 
that it could make him know where the hea- 
vens lay ; and that by the help of this he 
fhould there difcern at once, a vaft and almoft 
infinite number of very pleafant bodies ; and 
in fhort, that without the help of his ftick 
or his hand he fhould know every thing that 
lay before him: After all, ’tis plain this man 
would form to himfelf an idea of light from 
his touch ; he would think it very like feel- 
ing, and perhaps call it by that name; be- 
caufe this was the beft way he had of diftin- 
guifhing one thing from another ; and there- 
fore would conclude that thofe bodies he 
heard of muft needs be wondrous foft and 
fmooth. Juft thus do we conceive the things 
of another world ; fo that we may rack our 
invention, and turn and wind all thefe ideas 
we have into ten thoufand different Shapes, 
and yet never make up any true likenefs or fi- 

2 | ** militude 
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“© militude of ‘the read nature of thofe objects 
“© of another world”. ‘Thus much we learn 
trom his Introduétion. 


In order to eftablith this principle of analogy, 
he begins his book with obferving, that no af- 
fertion whatfoeven feems more agreeable to 
reafon, than that things human and divine, na- 
tural and fupernatural, are not perceived by the 
mind of man after the fame manner. Yet, fays 
he, nothing hath been more overlooked than 
this fignal and important difference ; and this 
overfight hath been the caufe of all the errors 
of Enthufiafts on the one hand, and of the Pre- 
tenders to reafon and evidence on the other : 
both of which, tho’ in contrary extremes, meet 
in this common miftake, That human and di- 
vine things are alike the direct and immediate 
objects of our underftanding. Hence it is that 
the former afpiring to an immediate view of 
heavenly things, will not ftoop fo low as rea- 
fon, and the latter acquiefcing in the immediate 
objects of the underftanding, will not venture 
to rife above it. 

He lays it down as an uncontefted truth, that 
we have no other faculties of knowing any 
thing, divine or human, but our five fenfes and 
our reafon : By the former, the Ideas of exter- 
nal fenfible objeéts are firft convey’d into the 
imagination ; and by che fecond, the mind ope- 
rates upon thofe Ideas, and upon them only ; 
fo that the moft abftracted fpiritual knowledge 
takes its rife from our fenfations ; as to which 
our Author obferves in general, that it is no 
way to his purpofe to decide, 1. Whether all 
fenfitive perception be performed by an actual 
impreffion of the thing itfelf upon the fenfes, 
Lt or 













































the 
pe 


all 
ual 














eT eee are ‘ pene 
ee ee ne BI a le 
Bi la p 


is @ 


—————. 
ei Secatsie. Tena 


Art. 3. the Republick of Letters. $3 


or by any operation of the fenfe upen the ob- 
ject. 2. Whether the Ideas of fenfible objedts 
exhibit to us a true image of their real nature ; 
or whether the objects be only the occafions of 
producing them ; or whether we perceive them 
only by their effects, adjuncts, circumftances or 
qualities. - 3. He premifes, as‘a thing of the © 
greateft confequence, that the word Idea, ac- 
cording to its genuine and proper fignification, 
fhould be limited to our fimple fenfations only, 
and to the various alterations and combinations 
of them by the pure intellect, and not’at all ap- 
plied to the operations of our mind; which, 
fays he, can be done only in a very loofe and 
improper fenfe, and produces nothing but con- 
fufion in our enquiries. Upon this occafion he 
falls foul of Mr. Locke, as having committed 
a great and fundamental error in laying down 
the Ideas of fenfation and refle€tion, to be alike 
the original fources and foundation of all our 
knowledge. Nothing, he pretends, is more 
true in faét, than that we have no Ideas but of 
fenfible objects: upon thefe the mind exerts its 
operations, of which we have a confcioufnefs 
indeed, but no idea. He takes a great deal of 
pains to fhow the abfurdity of that expreffion, 
Ideas of Reflection. We are, fays he, confcious 
to ourfelves of the two chief operations of the 
mind, Thinking and Willing, as alfo of the 
feveral modes of chem, Remembrance, difcern- 
ing, reafoning, judging, knowledge, faith, €e. 
But let any man look into himfelf, and try whe- 
ther he can find there any Idea of thinking or 
willing entirely feparate from any thing to be 
thought of or willed, or fuch as he doth of a 
tree, anda horfe. Thinking and willing, con- 
tinues he, with their modes, are not Ideas, but 
juny 1728. D the 
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the ations and workings of the intelleét upon 
Ideas. Nothing is properly an Idea, but-what 
ftands in the mind for an image or reprefenta- 
tion ef fomething which is not in ic: the thing 
muft be without us ; and becaufe it cannot it- 
felf enter, the /ikene/s of it only is conveyéd 
thro’ the fenfes into the imagination. But it is 
not fo with the operations of the mind, which 
are themfelves within us originally, and are not 
known by any fimilitude or reprefentation of 
them in the imagination ; as if the operations 
of the mind were to be their own Ideas,. and 
exercifed upon themfelves ; and that not imme- 
diately, but by the mediation of Ideas, as it is 
in fenfible objects, which is grofsly abfurd. He 
denies alfo that we have any Ideas of pleafure 
or pain; and afterwards proceeds to ridicule 
Mr. Locke, in a manner that does not at all 
become either his character, or the Bifhop’s ; 
for whatever errors he may have commiitted, 
(as who is infallible ?}) his name ftill deferves 
to be treated with refpeét on many accounts. 
However, if the prefent controverfy were to 
be thoroughly examined, ’tis probable the Bi- 


fhop would be found more in the wrong than | ‘ 


he ; and ’tis eafy to fee from the account I have 


“given of the opinion of the former in his own 


words, that it would not. be fo difficult to de- 
fend Mr. Locke, as he imagines. For, why 
muft an Idea be confined only to our fenfation ? 
Becaufe the word in Greek fignifies a ikene/s, 


lifh term, and is of the fame importance 


_what the Bifhop would have .ufed in its ftead, 7 
viz. motion, conception, apprebenfion, con{ciou{- | 
#efs, &c. whatever in fhort is the obje&t of the | 
7 } undere | 








or refemblaice ? Idea is now become an Eng: - 
with 
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1 underftanding: In this fenfe, how ¢an we -re- 
t flect upon: or judge of the operations of out 
- |@ own mind, or pleafure or pain, when once the 
> |% are over, unlefs we have fome idea of them 
d 





% let the term be as mich extended or confined as 
the bifhop pleafes. How can we talk of the 





is |) various relations of men to one another? How 
h | can the Bifhap difcourfe of Juftice; Charity, and 
st |) the eternal proportions of things on which mo- 
of | rality,' and the diftin€tion between good and 
18 © § bad is founded, unlefs he has fome correfpond- 
id] ing ideas to the terms he ufes ? But in fhort, 
e- | “tis amefe difpute about words, nor is it my 
is |) province to enter into it, and therefore I go 
Je |) on to the third chapter, in which proceeding 
re | upon the fame fenfe of the term Idea, he fhows 
ile |) we have none of a fpirir, nor in particular of 
all " God. Mr. Locke had faid and proved, that we 
53 |§ have as clear and diftinét an idea of fpirit, as 


we have of body, the abfurdity of which affer~ 

tion our author thinks he can prove by placin 
an human body before the eyes of any one who 
maintains it, and then requiring him to place a 
fpirit before his eyes. According to him, it is 
extravagant to fancy that a pure fpirit thinks, 
which is the a€t only of 4 material and imma- 
terial fubftarice in conjunétion, and matter is as 
effential to our manner of Knowledge by think- 
ing, as fpirit is ; and therefore though a pure 
fpirit knows, yet wé know not how. So that a 
thinking immaterial fubftance is a folecifm and 
contradiftion. The conclufion he draws from 
all this is; that our thinking and willing; per- 
© formed in eflential conjun@tion with matter, are 
| but a very faint and diftant analogy, for cons 
ceiving the otherwife utterly inconceivable and 
correfpondent perfections of God. He argues 
D 2 in 
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in the fame manner about applying to God the 
grofs Ideas we have of. exiftence, duration, 


pleafure and happinefs, power, wifdom, good- 
nefs, €9c. 


In the 4th Chapter, he treats of the feveral 
properties of Ideas of fenfation ; of which the 
firft is, that they are original ; not only as they 
are the firft which the mind receives ; as if it 
afterwards received Ideas of a different nature, 
equally original, and independent of them ; but 
becaufe we receive them without any immediate 
concurrence of the pure intelleét, and becaufe 
they are the materials of all our knowledge, 
which is ultimately refolvable into them only. 
By this property they are diftinguifhed, r. from 
fuppofed innate Ideas : 2. from fuch as are er- 
roneoufly pretended to be acquired by, and 
feated in the pure intellect, as the materials of 
our knowledge of fpiritual things. There can 
be none fuch, fays he ; for they muft either 
come by the prefence of the object; but no 
immaterial object was ever prefent to any 
faculty of the mind : or they muft proceed from 
the immediate power of God, impregnating the 
mind with true and direct Ideas of fpiritual 
things ; but this is not at all probable : or laftly, 
the mind muft have an inherent power of raifing 
up to itfelf fimple Ideas of things, whereof it 
can have no actual view; that is, of objects 
which have no communication with any of our 
faculties ; which is not to befaid. 3. By this 
property, Ideas of fenfation are diftinguifhed 
from fuch as are called Ideas of reflexion. The 
eye of the mind, fays he, cannot take a view 
either of its own fubftance or effence, or of its 
properties or qualities by any reflex aft: it doth 
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not come to the knowledge of its own faculties 
by any fuch unnatural fquint, or diftorted turn 
upon itfelf, but by an immediate confcioufnefs 
of the feveral different ways of its own work- 
ing upon thofe Ideas of fenfation lodged in the 
imagination. But is this impreffion of the mind 
called confcioufnefs, immediately obliterated ? 
or does it not remain for fome time either upon 
the mind, or in the memory, exprefs it how 
you pleafe, and become the objeét of that fu- 
ture operation of the mind, which is called re- 
flection ? How elfe can we examine the feve- 
ral acts, properties, and faculties of our mindsy 
and compare them together ? 


In the sth Chapter, he treats of a fecond 
property of an Idea of fenfation, viz. that it is 
fimple, and cannot be refolved into more than 
one of the fame kind. He rejects the diftin- 
tion made by Mr. Locke between fimple and 
compound Ideas of fenfation, who reckoned the 
Ideas of founds, colours, fmells, taftes, and tan- 
gible qualities among the former, and the Idea 
of every particular body among the latter. Ac- 
cording to our Author, every thing that ftrikes 
the fenfe at once isa fimple idea. But the Bifhop 
muft forgive me, if I do not embrace his opinion: 
I find the pleafure of differing from great Men is 
very great,and flatters my vanity. Befides, I cannot 
help thinking that when I look up to heaven, 
and my eyes are ftruck at once both by the Moon 
and a great number of ftars, that the Idea I 
thereby receive is a very compound one: as that 
alfo feems to be which arifes from the founds of 
feveral inftruments ftriking my ear at once in a 
concert of mufick. By this property, proceeds 
our Author, Ideas of fenfation are diftinguifhed 

D 3 firft, 
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firft, from the various alterations and ¢ombinas 
tions made of them by the mind: @. from all 
thofe notions or conceptions which are compo- 
fitions only. of the intellect out of our fimple 
and compound Ideas of fenfation, ¢onfidered 
together with the various operations of the 
tind upon them. As the notion of charity, 
which is made up of the Ideas of a man in mi- 
fery, and the relief that is given to him, toge- 
ther with pain of mind for his. mifery, a fenfe 
of duty to God, and compaffion for a fellow- 
creature. And thus it is with all virtues and 
vices. By the fame method we torm a fort of 
complex notion of a fpirit, by adding together 
the operations of our minds, and fubftituting 
them fo combined to reprefent the perfections 
of a being or fubftance of which we have no 
proper Idea, and of which we form the beft 
we can from that of the moft fpirituous part of 
material fubftance. 


The 6th Chapter treats of a third property of 
Ydeas of fenfation ; which is, that they are ime 
mediate, as they neceffarily prefuppofe the pre- 
fence of the object, and fome real aétual im- 
preffion of it upon the organs of fenfe. And 
hereby they are diftinguifhed from the Ideas we 
have of abfent objects of the fame kind, but 
never actually perceived. 2. From all Ideas 
and conceptions of things which are purely fi- 
gurative and metaphorical. Of thefe there are 
two forts; Human, and divine metaphor. Out 
Author takes particular notice of the latter only, 
which, fays he, is the fubfticuting our Ideas 
of fenfation, ( which are direét and immediate ) 
as well as the words belonging. to them, to e&- 
prefs the invifible and immaterial things of hea- 
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ven, of Which we can havé no direct Ideas, 
nor ‘any immediate knowledge or conception, 
Thus the Scripture afcribes to God eyes, ears, 
hands, €¢. Human and divine metaphor agreé 
1. in this, that the figurative words, and ideas, 
and conceptions, are uled without any real fimi- 
litude or proportion, or correfpondent refem- 
blance in the things compared. 2. That nei- 
ther of them are abfolutely neceflary to a true 
and real knowledge of the things defigned to 
be expreffed and conceived by the fubftiruted 
Ideas. And in this they differ; that in human 
metaphor the Ideas or conceptions defigned to 
be expreffed are, or may be as directly known 
and as immediate, as the Ideas and conceptions 
placed in their ftead ; the contrary of which 
holds in divine metaphor. 3. Ideas of fenfation 
are by this property diftinguifhed trom all Ideas, 
or rather conceptions and notions which are 
purely analogical. That is, when the concep- 
tions and complex notions we already have of 
things directly or immediately known, are made 
ufe of and fubftiruted to reprefent, with fome 
refemblance, or correfpondent reality and pro- 
portion, divine things, whereof we can have 
no direct and proper Idea, or immediate con- 
ception or notion at all. As when our con- 
ception of human wifdom, which confifts in 
thinking and reafon, is fubftiruted to reprefent 
an inconceivable but ccrrefpondent perfection 
of the divine nature. And this the Author calls 
divine analogy, to diftinguifh it from the hu- 
man, which is ufed to conceive things in this 
world ; as when we conceive the various opera- 
tions of inftinét in brutes by analogy with thofe 
of reafon in men, And this divine analogy, he 
fays, is univérfally ufed with refpeét to all im- 
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material or purely {piritual things of another 
world, when we would apprehend them with 
any degree of real, or true, or ufeful know- 
ledge. 


' In the 7th Chapter he treats of a fourth pro- 
perty of our Ideas of fenfation, that they are 
direét ; by which they are oppofed not only to 
all indireét Ideas, but to our indirect concepti- 
ons and notions alfo : which oppofition he illue 
{trates by this fimilitude. When we look ftrait 
in a man’s face, this gives us a direct Idea of 


jt ; but if we had never feen that face but ina ° 


glafs, it would have given us an indireét Idea, 
or bare refemblance of it: fo that an indireét 
¥dea or conception is when we have never dif- 
cerned the thing itfelf, but either a mere fha- 
dow, or elfe a more perfect fimilitude or re- 
femblance of it in fomething elfe. And thus 
they are oppofed, 1. to thofe metaphorical I- 
deas, or mere fhadows only and allufions, made 
ufe of to conceive the objects of another world. 
2. From bare types or analogical refemblances 
of God and the things of another world : as 
when we behold the wifdom of God in our 
thinking and reafoning. And upon this occa- 
fion the Author enlarges upon St. Paul’s expref- 
fion of feeing the things of heaven in a gla/s 
darkly here, but face to face in the other world ; 
and concludes that all the reafonings and infe- 
rences of Arians, Socinians, Deifts and Free- 
thinkers againft the Myfteries of Chriftianity, 
are as abfurd as thofe would be which we fhould 
make, from the likenefs of a man in the glafs, 
to his real nature : As if we fhould from thence 
argue with great acutehefs, that a man himfelf 
could haye neither a bady, nor folidity, nor 
| : fpirit, 
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fpirit, nor life, nor reafon ; that he had neither 
fenfation nor fpeech ; nay, that he was nothing 
but a mere fhadow or appearance, and had no 
being but in our imagination alone. But I go 
on to 


The 8th Chapter, which treats of a fifth pro- 
perty of Ideas of fenfation, vz. that they are 
clear and diftiné&t. This, he fays, is meant on- 
ly of thofe that are fimple and original. Here- 
by they are diftinguifhed, 1. from all delufions 
of the fenfes : 2. From all the alterations or com- 
binations of them, made by the pure intellect. 
3. The fimple Ideas of fenfation, with thofe 
compounded out of them, are hereby diftin- 
guifhed even from themfelves in a fecondary 
acceptation and application : as when begetting 
(the type) is put for the fupernatural genera- 
tion (which is the antitype) of the Son of God ; 
Father and Son, for the relation between the 
two firft Perfons of the Trinity ; our human 
{pirit, for a being purely immaterial, and parti- 
cularly for the third Perfon in the divine Na- 
ture; Price, purchafe, ranfom, for the merits 
of Chrift’s Death, and the value and power of 
his Sacrifice with God ; Mediation and Inter- 
ceffion among men, for the inconceivable man- 
ner of his reconciling us to God, &c. In or- 
der to the right apprehending of which, he 
propofes two things to be confidered. 1. That 
in refpeét of immaterial beings, and of all things 
relating to the real true nature of them as they 
are in themfelves, we are as a man: born blind 
in refpeét of light or colours ; and not as a 
man who hath a very dim fight, or who can 
difcern dire€t, though faint glimmerings of 
light ; for we have not an indiftinét, obfcure 
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erception of them, but no perception at ail. 

Nhen men are fully apprized of this, Be fhys 

they will find, 2. That all thefe conceptions 
which ftand in the mind tor fpiritual things, 
and thefe words and expreffions which we ufé 
for them, are in themfelves at leaft as clear 
and diftinét when they are applied to this fecon~ 
dary and analogical fenfe, as when ufed in 
their firft and proper fenfe ; that is, as far as wé 
can have any knowledge at all of thofe things of 
another world, or are obliged to give any af- 
fent to them. As for inftance : The concep- 
tions of Father, Son and Spirit, are clear and 
diftinct enough in their firft and proper accep- 
tation : the relation between Father and Son 
among us is clear and diftinét ; and {fo are thofe 
properties of an human fpirit, which we have 
from felf-confcioufnefs. Now when thefe are 
transferred from their firft and proper fignifica- 
tion to the perfons in the bleffed Trinity, they 
re no lefs diftimét and clear than before, as far 

as we are obliged to underftand that diftin&tion 
in the divine nature, or to believe it. For the 
true and real nature of the Father, Son, and 
H. Spirit, is no object either of our underftand- 
ing or faith ; any farther than to underftand 
and believe that the diftinétion is real, as it is 
incomprehenfible. How, and after what exaét 
manner the firft is a Father, How the fecond 
2 Son, and Blow the third a Spirit differing from 
either, is likewife no objet of our Chriftian 
faith, becaufe it is no object of our underftand- 
ing ; and becaufe we can believe nothing but 
woat we firft underfiand dijiindtly and clearly, and 
as far only as we uiderfland it. The Author 
goes on to apply thefe principles to revaral Cit 
, | © 
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of the divine Attributes, and the Myfteries of 
the Gofpel. 


The fubje€&t of the gth Chapter, is the diffe. 
rence between divine metaphor and divine ana- 
logy. 1, Divine metaphor is entirely arbitrary, 
and no way abfolutely neceflary towards our 
conceiving or expreffing the nature of purely 
{fpiritual things, or their properties: the con~ 
trary of which is to be affirmed of divine ana- 
logy. 2. In divine metaphor, the refemblance 
or proportion, or correfpondency is imaginary ; 
’tis pure invention, and mere allufion alone, and 
no way founded in the real nature of the things 
compared: But in divine analogy, the refem- 
blance, or at leaft the correfpondency and pro- 
portion is real, and built on the very nature of 
things on both fides the comparifon. 3. Di- 
vine metaphor expreffes immaterial things by 
our Ideas of fenfation only : but divine analogy 
furnifhes us with a knowledge of the fame ob- 
jects, by fubftitueing the conceptions or com- 
plex notions of our minds to reprefent them. 


Thus have I gone through the firft book, 
and what the Author fays of our Ideas of fen- 
fation. In the fecond he treats of the pure In- 
telleét ; and his third is a Summary of the na- 
tural order, and whole procedure of the Intel- 
le&t: But I muft defer-an account of thefe to 
another opportunity. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


REFLExrons fur l Amitié; dédieés au 
Roy, par Monfieur Du Puy, cidevant 
Secretaire au Traité de la Paix a Rif- 
wick. A Paris, chez Jacques Etienne. 
1728, 


That is, 


REFLEXIONS on Friendbip. page. 306. 
in 12° 


‘AFTER the many Treatifes that have been 
A written upon Friendfhip, and efpecially 
after Mr. Sacy’s book, in which almoft every 
thing is colleéted that Cicero and other Au- 
thors, whether ancient or modern, have faid 
upon it, one would have thought this fubjeé 
entirely exhaufted. But as it is capable of be- 
ing differently reprefented, according to the 
different lights in which it is viewed by perfons 
of fine and juft difcernment, Mr. Du Puy, Au- 
thor of thefe Reflexions, was not difcouraged 
by the great number of books of the fame na- 
ture that had appeared before his. He has there- 
fore penetrated into the inmoft and moft fecret 
seceffes of the heart of Man, in fearch of the 
true 
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true nature, the properties, and duties of Friend- 
fhip in order to reprefent it as it is, or ought 
to be, taking Men as they really are. <A de- 
fign fo much the: more reafonable and Jaudable, 
assmoft Writers have utterly difguifed Friend- 
fhip : While fome defcribe it as a Stoica! virtue, 
and make a mere chimera of it, which neither 
has nor can have any exiftence in nature; others 
again raife it no higher than a trifling commerce 
‘of ‘good breeding, politenefs and compliment, 
like that which we fee generally obtain among 
thofe who are in any degree civilized: This is 
Friendfbip without Friendfbip, as one of thofe 
‘Writers calls it. Let us fee how Mr. Du Puy 
reafons upon the’matter, and follow him in his 
Reflexions, which may be reduced to two or 
three principal heads. 


In order to difcover the real fpring of Friend- 
fhip, he begins with examining the firft fenti- 
ments of humanity that appear in us while we 
are children, while we are yet true copies of na- 
ture, before reafon, example, education and ftu- 
dy, have either rectified or corrupted our incli- 
nations. Thefe firft fentiments are unqueftion- 
ably the Love of ourfelves, and the Love of 
pleafure. For it is eafy to perceive by refleét- 
ing upon ourfelves, that the invincible affection 
we have for Being turns upon a double hinge, 
which in the main indeed comes to one ; v2. an 
inclination to what is agreeable to us, and an 
averfion to whatever is hurtful to us. And thefe 
two may be reduced to the love of well-being, 
or of pleafure : and for this reafon pleafure is 
always, if not the principal motive, at leaft a 
great inducement to every thing we do. An 
opinion equally pure and juft, when rightly 
under- 
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underftood, though it be originally derived 
from Epicurus. The opinion: maintained by 
the Epicureans coficerning pleafure, has been 
{fo often, and with fo much reafon diftinguith- 
ed from that of Epicurus himfelf, that there is 
now no danger of confounding them.  Plea- 
{ure therefore, or Intereft}; Cwhich are much 
the fame, feeing nothing affeéts a man more 
than pleafure or pain) being the: foundation of 
all our affections, muft allo of confequence be 
the ground on which Friendfhip is built. So 
that Friendfhip in general is to be cofidered as 
an affection arifing from tafte 5; and patticularly 
the moft perfect, as a foft, tender. and **-con- 
** ftant union between two perfons, caufed by 
“ thé pleafure refuleing from the agreement 
*° of their charaCters; humowrs and manners, 
“€ and cultivated by felf-love, entirely directed 
“© and refined by reafon.”. 
.. This is the Author’s doftrine. 1 fha'l not 
{top to examine whether his definition be per- 
fetiy accurate and precife in all its parts. But 
fome may perhaps be of opinion, that as 
there may be a friendfhip between a perfon of 
a grave character, and another of a chearful one, 
which is no uncommon thing, it cannot be faid 
their mutual. pleafure refults from an agreement 
in character, humour, and manners; unlefs by 
the term agreement the Author be fuppofed to 
amean (as he certainly does) not a refemblance, 
but a particular tafte, which renders the cha- 
racter, humour, and manners even of a Mifan- 
thrope agreeable to fome of a quite different 
temper. 
Mr. Du Puy fays, that he thought at firft 
he had fallen into the fame way of thinks 
ing with Mr. Sacy, as to pleafure being the true 
caufe 
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eaufe of friendfhip. _ But he adds, that all things 


gonfidered, their opinions are very differenc; 


elpecially as Mr. Sacy..in his definition of friend- 
fhip takes in merit.and virtue, as the two things 
that form and maintain it. However, it is not 
perhaps.impoffible to reconcile Mr. Sacy to Mr, 
Du Puy in this point, at leaft as to perfect 
friendfhip. For Mr.-Sacy does not pretend that 
there. can. be even perfect friendfhip. withour 
pleafure. This fecret charm, the Fe ne [ai quoi 
he talks of, is the, principal motive of all human 
actions. Remove. that,, and the heart ceafes at 
once to aét. Accordingly he admits it at firft 
to be the motive of friendfhip ; and.in the other 
pal e he only means that merit and virtue are 
the foul, the objeét and fupport of it, without 
denying however that pleafure is the foundation 
of it. Now Mr. Du Puy feems to come very 
near the fame fentiment, when he requires that 
a confiant union between two perfons caufed by 
pleafure be cultivated by felf-love, entirely directed 
and refined by reafon. For in fhort, what elfe is 
felf-love thus perfected but merit and virtue ? 
However, “tis true that in the particular appli- 
cation of thefe principles, Mr. Du Puy does 
not confine merit and virtue to thefe limits, nor 
include friendthip in fuch narrow bounds as Mr. 
Sacy does. So true is it, that what definition 
foever we give of friendfhip, we are ftill obliged 
to own different degrees, or, if you pleafe, dif- 
ferent forts of it. It muft therefore be granted 
Mr. Du Puy, that taking the term virtue ina 
ftri& fenfe, there would be no friendfhip, or at 
leaft very little, in the worlds if virtue were a 
quality or ingredient abfolutely neceffary for it. 
Such engagements are no doubt the moft agree- 
able and the moft folid shat are foufided upon 
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it : but the number of fuch is by far the {mal- 


left, as the world goes. Where fs virtue to be 


met with pure and untainted, or at leaft unful- 
lied 2 Once more, let us take the world as we 
find it, and upon that footing we muft own 
there are real friendfhips even-amongft the vici- 
ous and villainous part of mankind. ‘Some fort 
of virtue or merit muft' be the bond and 
cement of them, fuch as a conftant and appro 
ved fidelity to each others intereft ; for without 
that there is an end of all union. In fhort, ’tis 


‘with friendfhip, fays our Author, as with paffi- 


on, which is never the lefs real, whether we 
have any reafon or none to be angry: and to 
confirm his notion ftill farther, he examines 
the fo much boafted friendfhips of the Greeks 
and Romans; and concludes, that they were 
very far from being founded on {uch pure vir- 
tue, as fome writers, to enhanfe the value of 
friendfhip, have either imagined, or endeavour 


ed to make the world believe. 


This leads Mr. Du Puy to enquire into the 


‘qualities neceflary to form a man for friendfhip. 


He requites, that above all things we apply our 
felves to ftudy the character of the Berio of 
whom we intend to make a friend. This rule 
ought doubtlefs to be carefully practifed by thofe 
who are about to enter into any lafting engage- 
ments, efpecially fuch as are to hold for life ; yet 
it is but too commonly neglected, and on the 
other hand people in fuch cafes generally make 
ir their bufinefs to difguife themfelves as much 
as poffible: And hence it comes that we fee 
daily fo many divorces among friends, and fo 
many others repent very foon, though too late, 


of rafh engagements, from which it is not fo 


eafy to difentangle themfelves: - } 7 
Drinking, 
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.. Drinking, a. paffionate and cenforious tem- 
per, an itch of blabbing, are fo many faults 
which are incompatible with Friendfhip ; unlefs 
it be with thofe quarrelfome Friendfhips of which 
Mr. Du Puy takes notice ; fuch as was that be- 
tween Moliere. and Chapelle, who were always 
ready to tell one another their own, and never 
to agree in any thing ; and yet could not for- 
bear either quarrelling, or loving one another. 
Such a Friend Martial defcribes thus : 


Difficilis, facilis, jucundus, acerbus es idem ; 
? 3 3 
Nec tecum poffum vivere, nec fine te. 


Which is excellently paraphrafed in an ele- 
gant modern Writer, if I remember it right, 
thus : : 


In all thy bumours, whether grave or mellow, 
Thou'rt [uch a touchy, tefy, peevifh fellow ; 
Haft fo much mirth, and wit, and {pleen about thee, 
There is no living with thee, nor without thee. 


The moft effential quality in a Friend, ac- 
cording to our Author, is complaifance. ‘* It 
* is certain, fays he, that of all animals Man 
“* would be the moft unfociable, if he did not 
** bridle the infatiable defires of felf-love. - - - 
“° He draws every thing to himfelf ; makes 
“* his dear felf the centre of all his wifhes. He 
“* refufes all dependance : Every Individual of 
“¢ human nature has his own felf-love : and 
“* therefore every Individual would have all 
“* himfelf. Hence arifes an open war between 
“* nation and nation, city and city, man and 
* man ; and the whole race is threaten’d with 
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total deftruction. For how is it poffible men 
“© fhould agree among themfelves, if each will 
“€ enjoy all alone, and regards nothing but his 
*° own advantage ; and if every one’s felf-love 
“* rejects all partition, and pretends to mono- 
“© polize the whole ? A King who fhould give 
“© himfelf entirely up to the infatiable defires 
“* of his felf-love, would make as many rebels 


*€ as he had fubje€ts ; becaufe he would endea- 


*° vour to feize all their fortunes for his own 
“© ufe. And has Friendfhip nothing to fear 
“© from the infatiablenefs of felf-love ? How can 
“two perfons be united by the foft ties of 
““ Friendfhip, if the felf-love of each will ty- 
“* rannically demand all, and give up nothing ?” 
Mr. Du Puy enlarges upon this Topick, and 
concludes that felf-love, rectified by reafon and 
by the principles engraved in the hearts of all 
men, produces that mutual complaifance fo ne- 
ceflary to Friendfhip. 


He does not forget one common {pring of 
affe€tion or hatred ; the fo much talk’d of, but 
unaccountable Fe ue {Gaz quoi, fympathy and an- 
tipathy. But he looks upon them as tfeache- 
rous guides, that are more likely to lead one 
wrong than right, if our fteps are not directed 
by the light of reafon. And indeed experience 
fhows us, that reafon does not always agree 
with them, and that we often come to love or 
hate upon reflexion, what by inftin¢t we thought 
worthy to be the object of a contrary paffion. 
Sympathy, and its rival, judge of things only 
by the furface and the firft appearance : Reafon 
goes further, and often difcovers hidden trea- 
fure, where the other perceived nothing but a 
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barren foil. Befides, *tis reafon that diftin« 
guifhes the Flatterer from the Friend. But thé 
Reader will reap more pleafure and advantage 
by viewing the fine images and lively painting 
of the original, particularly with refpeét to the 
manner of reproving a Friend. Let us there 
fore pafs to the duties of Friendthip. 


He treats of them without any other order 
than that in which they offered themfelves to 
his mind: Conftancy againft the fingularities of 
humour, the turns of fortune, and the change 
of the times ; a clofe attention to prevent and 
avoid every thing that may occafion the leaft 
rupture, and to lay hold on the leaft opportuni- 
ties of teftifying one’s affe€tion ; a delicacy in 
obliging, without feeming to defign it ; a ge- 
nerous and difcreet conduct towards a Friend in 
diftrefs. This gives the Author occafion to re« 
late a very haridfome thing done by M. le Che- 
valier de Croy. ‘* A Gentleman who was very 
«© much attached to him, and for whom he had 
“° 4 great affection, waited upon him one morn- 
“ ing at his Levee. Judging by his air that 
<¢ he was under fome uneafinefs, he asked him 
“ the reafon of it : but the Gentleman out of 
“© modefty did not care to explain himfelf, and 
“¢ endeavoured as much as poffible to refume 
“S his ordinary cheerfulnefs. When he took his 
S° leave, M. de Croy gave him a Letter, which 
“ he had juft written, and earneftly begged he 
“© would do him the favour to deliver it im- 
“° mediateiy ; which the Geritleman according 
“© ly did with the utmoft diligence. As foori 
*© as the perfon to whom the Letter was di- 
®© re€ted had read it, he counted him down 
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“© ® 1200 Livres. ‘The Gentleman offered his 
“ receipt for it, but it was refufed. He imme- 
«* diately returned to M. de Croy, and told 
“¢ him he had got 1200 Livres for him. His 
“° generous Friend an{wered, he did not know 
** what he meant ; that he had no money to 
“* receive ; that if he had received any, he was 
“ mighty well pleafed ; and begged he would 
** prefs him no further upon that head, for he 
“° could fay no more to him: and at the fame 
“* time ftepping into his coach, Shall I carry 
“«° you any where, fays he?” ‘Thus their con- 
verfation ended. A great number of fuch A- 
necdotes, both ancient and modern, adorn this 
Work, and give a new force to the Author’s 
reflexions. 


on 


n 


a 


He very juftly abhors the maxim of loving 
as if we were one day to hate ; but with equal 
reafon approves the principle of hating as if we 
were one day to love. The reft of the book is 
filled with entertaining and interefting quefti- 
ons. As, 1. Whether Princes and great Men 
can have Friends. 2. Whether Friendfhip be 
neceflary to women, or found among them. 
3. Whether a Friendfhip cannot fubfift between 
a Man and a Woman, without a mixture of any 
other than Platonick Love. 4. Whether a Man 
is obliged to ferve a Friend as his Second in a 
duel. 

To the firft he anfwers in the affirmative. 
Princes and great Men may undoubtedly have 
Friends. Kings have even greater need of 
them than other men ; and fome of them have 
been happy enough in this refpeét: But is 
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this a common thing? That is another 
queftion, and confequently requires a dif- 
ferent anfwer. As to the fecond, which relates 
to Friendfhip among women, he maintains that 
it is not fo neceffary to them as it is to men; 
and proves it with fome few reftri€tions. What 
occafion has a married woman for Friends ? Her 
husband, ‘and his kind offices, ought to fupply 
the want of every thing of that nature. But 
is Friendfhip among women common? As un- 
common, fays the Author, as it is unneceffary. 
The Reader will eafily guefs at the reafons he 
pretends to give for this opinion. ‘The next 
queftion is a very curious and nice one, fecing 
it relates to Friendfhip between two perfons of 
different fexes. ‘The Author treats it with all 
the precaution which the fubjeét requires, and 
concludes that fuch a Friendfhip is poffible, and 
may be honourable : but this he allows in cer- 
tain cafes only, and not always. Laftly, Mr. Du 
Puy clearly decides the point of duels ; which 
he does with fo much the greater weight and 
force, as by expofing the madnefs and ridicu- 
lous folly of fingle combats, he does no more 
than difcover the real fentiments of thofe, who 
though they think themfelves obliged to fight, 
yet in their own hearts condemn fo tragical an 
abufe. And indeed, is not that a ftrange mad- 
nefs, to which men flavifhly fubmit at the very 
time that they deteft it ? He enlarges very much 
on the point of Honour, duels among the An- 
cients, and whatever relates to this important 
fubjeét. His conclufion from the whole is, that 
*tis a crime for a man to engage, or to ferve his 
Friend, in things unlawful. Befides that the Law 
is exprefs in this point, its authority is fupported 
both by Reafon, and true Honour. 
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I conclude with obferving, that the whole 
Work is full of principles of the foundeft 
Morality, eloges of Virtue, choice paffages of 
Hiftory, both ancient and modern. Among 
other late Writers, Mr. Du Puy quotes the Swifs 
Author of the Letters concerning the Englith 
and the French, and Mr. Rollin’s Treatife on 
Study. In fhort, perfons of all ranks who are 
fincerely difpofed to make either themfelves or 
thofe they converfe with happy, may reap a 
good deal both of prefent pleafure, and future 
advantage, by reading and applying thefe Re- 
flexions upon a fubjeét, than which none better 
deferves our care, yet none is lefs ftudied. So 
much greater is the pity ! 





etry S, 


PALER MO, 


Salvator Ruffo has publifhed an hiftory of 

« the dreadful Earthquake which happened 

in this City on Sunday, Sept. 1. 1726, about 

the fourth hour of the night, that Isy ten a- 
clock. . 


NAPLES. 


E are printing here the Poems of Mr. 
Bernardin Rota, of this City, with the 


Notes of Mr. Scipio Ammirat, never before 
publithed, in three Volumes 8vo. A new Edi~ 
. - " ; tion 
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tion will alfo appear fhortly in 4°. of the Works 
of the famous Jchn de la Cafa, with feveral of 
his letters, never before. printed. 


VENICE. 


Tranflation of Moreri’s Diétionary into 

—\ Italian will foon be put to the Prefs, with 

large additions relating to Rome, Benevent, 

and all Italy, fo that it is expected it will make 

10 or 12 volumes, but the charaéters will be 
Jarger than the French. 


ee oll) a ge 


New Edition is preparing here of fuch of 

the Works of the Royal Academy of 
Arts and Sciences at Paris, as came out of the 
Royal Prefs before the year 1709, and will 
make about five Volume in 8vo. The Plan of 
it is laid by Mr. Gravefande, and the Plates are 
to be engraved by the beft hands. 


THOLOUSE. 


Erengarit Fernaudi Univerfa Opera: A new 
B Edition, with the addition of eighteen 
Treatifes, by that celebrated Civilian, which 
were never before printed. 


PARIS 


I. HE Reverend F. du Cerceau is compo- 

T fing a T reatife of Criticif{m, which will 
make a pretty large Quarto. It will contain a 
great number of ufeful inftructions for pafling a 
| E4 right 
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right judgment on Poetry, and feveral illuftra- 
tions of the moft difficult paffages both in the 
antient and modern Authors. 


II. We are furprifed here that Dr. Le Courayer 
has not anfwered the furious and calumnious 
Mandates publifhed againft him by our Bifhops. 
His enemies have fpread about a Letter under 
his name dire€ted to F. de Riberolles, and full 
of the bittereft invectives againft his congrega- 
tion, and the moft injurious refle€tions upon 
the pretended Janfenifts. But unfortunately for 
them, the impofture betrays itfelf fo evidently, 
that he is in no danger of being fo far wronged 
by any body, as to be thought the Author of fo 
ridiculous a piece. 


III. M. duVivant, Doétor of the Sorbonne, and 
Grand Vicar of the Cardinal de Noailles, has 
publifhed a book in 4to. againft Dr. le Courayer, 
wherein he owns him to be in the right, as to 
the main point of which he has treated, but 
blames him for meddling with a fubject which 
did not belong to his Province. ‘The body of 
the work is written with a great deal of uncom- 
mon moderation ; but it is introduced by a vio- 
lent and outrageous preface, which makes a ve- 
ry ridiculous Contraft with what follows; and 
to compleat the Farce, he has fent it over to 
Dr. Le Courayer with a very obliging letter: 
ut nec pes, nec caput uni Reddatur forme. Into 
what ftrange inconfiftencies are people driven, 
who know they maintain a bad caufe! 


IV. F. Laval, Profeffor of Mathematicks, has 
lately publifhed his Voyage to the Louifiane, a 
French Colony in America, which he undertook 
in the year 1720, by his Majefty’s a8" 
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He therein treats of feveral points relating to 
Phyficks, Aftronomy, Geography, and Navi- 
gation, with Maps and Cuts. ‘To thefe he has 
added Obfervations made upon the refraction of 
light at Marfeilles, with reflexions upon them, 
as alfo upon feveral points of Sir I. Newton’s 
Syftem. ‘The whole is preceded by an explica- 
tion, in form of a Dictionary, of all the fea- 
terms ufed in his Journal. 


V. Mr. Gaullyer has endeavoured to jutftify 
Terence, Cicero, Cefar, Saluft, &c. againft 
the cenfures pafs’d upon them by Mr. Rollin: 
He has alfo added Remarks upon Mr. Rollin’s 
Treatife De la maniere d enfeigner €8 dctudier les 
Belles-Lettres. 


VI. Mr. Brochard is about publifhing a new 
edition of Horace, not only corre¢ted and il- 
luftrated by notes, but purged from all obfceni- 
ty ; 2b omni obfcenitate expurgata. Others, on 
the contrary, have printed an edition of that 
Poet in 12°. wherein they have done him juftice 
againft the barbarous mutilations and other in- 
juries he had fuffered from the mercilefs hands 
of F. Sanadon, who in caftrating him did by 
another what I dare fay no Jefuit upon earth 
would confent to undergo himfelf, not even for 
the kingdom of heaven’s fake. However, as 
thefe Bookfellers have followed the Order of 
that Father’s edition, they have taken the liber- 
ty to prefix his name to theirs. 2To Horace they 
have added the Pervigilium Veneris, a beautiful 
and antient Latin Poem, with a tranflation and 
critical remarks. The fubjeét of it is the re- 
newal of nature in the {pring, under the notion 
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of a feaft in honour of Venus, as the univerfal 
prolific principle which produces all things. 


VII. A pamphlet will foon be publifhed with 
this title: Examen de toutes les Cartes geuerales 
des quatre parties de la Terre mifes au jour par 
feu Mr. ve Liiie. This Pamphlet, contain- 
ing about 16 or 18 fheets, will fhow what is 
either good or defeftive in Mr. de Lille’s 
Maps ; the variations and frequent changes in 
the projections made ufe of by the Author for 
their conftruction ; the fmall relation or affini- 
ty they have with one another, and with the Pla- 
nifphere, &%c. The MS. has been approved of 
at the Royal Obfervatory, and will be very ufe- 
ful to all who love Geography. 


VIII. A French Tranflation of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton’s Chronology will be publifhed in a fhort 
time. 


LONDON. 


I. n. Lé Courayer is preparing for the Prefs ari 

account of his Adventures, particularly 
with refpeét to the affair that occafioned his 
flight into England, which will doubtlefs enter- 
tain the curious. 


II. ’Tis faid that the Reverend and Learned 
Dr, Clarke is about to publifh a fplendid Edition 
of Homer, with a new Tranflation and Notes, 
and that it is already in very great forwardnefs. 
*Tis to be hoped this will not prevent that 
which the world impatiently expe¢ts from the 
Jearned Dr. Bentley. 


TII. Mr. 
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If. Mr. Woodfall Printer has now under his 
Prefs, a literal Tranflation of the New Tefta- 
ment with the original Text on the oppofite 
fide. He is alfo printing a Catalogue of the laté 
Dr. Woodward’s Curiofities ; tis faid they will 
contain about 20 fheets. 


IV. Here is lately publifhed a large Folio 
with this title: Atdas maritimus €8 commercialis ; 
or, A general view of the world, fo far as ree 
lates to trade and navigation : defcribing all the 
Coafts, Ports, Harbours, ahd noted Rivers, ac- 
cording to the lateft difcoveries and moft exaét 
obfervations. Together with a large account of 
the Commerce carried on by fea between the fe- 
veral Countries of the world, as likewife of all 
inlaid trade by means of navigable rivers ; the 
rife, progrefs, and decay thereof in its various 
branches ; with methods for farther improve- 
ments. ‘To which are added, failing direétions 
for all the known coafts and iflands on the globe ; 
with a fet of Sea-Charts, fome laid down after 
Mercator, but the greater part according to a 
new globular projection, adapted for meafuring 
diftances (as near as poffible) by fcale and com- 
pafs, and authorized by Letters Patent under 
the Great Seal of Great«Britain. The ufe of 
the projection juftified by Dr. Halley. To which 
are fubjoined two large Hemifpheres on the 
Plan of the Equinoétial ; containing all the ftars - 
in the Britannic Catalogue: of great ufe to 
failors for finding the Latitude in the night. 
The Projeétion nearly refembles that delivered 
by Prolemy in the 24th and laft chapter of the 
firft book of his Geography ; wherein if the di- 
ances be not too great (as not more than 4 or 
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S00 leagues) they may with fufficient certainty 
be meafured by a fcale of equal parts: For no 
Projection whatfoever will fuffice both for great 
and {mall diftances, the error gradually increa- 
fing, as the ratio of the arch to its chord in- 
creafes. But the chief excellence of thefe 
Charts lies in placing the coafts and ports in 
their proper longitudes and latitudes. The 
whole Work is very curious, entertaining, and 
ufeful, efpecially to a trading nation. 


V. Sir R. Blackmore has publifh’d a fmalk 
8vo. entitled, Natural Theology, or moral Duties 
confidered apart from pofitive. 


VI. Mr. Pemberton, Bookfeller, has pub- 
lifhed a Pamphlet entitled, Zhe foundation of 
moral Virtue, or a farther enquiry into the origi- 
nal of our Ideas of Virtue. By a Clergyman. 








